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JOHNSTON

Top 10 Students from the JHS Class of ’23

1. 
Catrina 
Zinni

2. 
Ayomide 
Josephine 
Olagundoye

By RORY SCHULER

Each year, the Johnston Sun Rise reaches out to 
the top 10 students graduating from Johnston 
High School. The students submit photos and 
answer questions.

Th Class of 2023’s top crop includes the following 
students: Catrina Zini, Ayomide Josephine Olagun-
doye, Willson Hage, Vincent Chang and Talia Laflamme, 
Allison Benoit, Emma Homenick, Sierra Jeetan, Makay-
la Scuncio and Derek Salvatore.

Each took the time out of their busy schedules to 

thoughtfully complete this year’s revised Sun Rise 
questionnaire.

Watch out for these youngsters as they continue 
through school and enter the work force. This year’s 
top 10 students are next year’s top citizens. 

Turn to Page 10 to read their answers.

Valedictorian Salutatorian

By RORY SCHULER

Amazon’s opening date is a big deal.
The folks working in Amazon’s New England com-

munications office are likely sick of hearing from the 
Johnston Sun Rise.

We’ve been a bit pushy, trying to get Johnston’s tax-
payers and job-seekers an answer on the official date 
when the giant blue and white building on the hill will 
open for business.

When will the job fairs start? When will Amazon fill 
the 1,500 jobs they promised Rhode Island?

“I don’t have any updates from Amazon,” Johnston 
Mayor Joseph Polisena Jr. said earlier this week. “They 
will reach out to the Town when they are ready to be-
gin the hiring process for the facility.”

Last year, Amazon reassessed progress at the site 
and told the Sun Rise that they scheduled the Johnston 
facility’s “completion date” for the “second half of 
2023.”

Welcome to the second half. It’s summertime and 
still, no date has been announced, no job fairs have 
been held and no town or company officials will pro-
vide solid details.

When will the building open? Is Amazon’s estimate 
from January 2022 still accurate?

Amazon Spokesman Steve Kelly responded to our 
latest inquiries.

“The last few updates we provided you on this facil-
ity are still the latest from us,” Kelly replied early 
Wednesday morning. When we have more to share, 
(we) will be sure to circle back with you.”

A follow-up inquiry yielded a tiny bit more infor-
mation. 

Shipment 
delayed?
It matters when Amazon opens

POLITICAL ACCESS: On March 17, Johnston Mayor Joseph Polise-
na Jr. announced on Twitter that he had toured the Amazon construc-
tion site with US Sen. Jack Reed. He released four photos from the 
tour. (Photos courtesy Johnston Mayor Joseph Polisena Jr.)

By RORY SCHULER

The latest town budget has been rati-
fied.

And although the tax rate will dip, 
taxpayers will likely still face higher 
property values.

Johnston Town Council held a bud-
get hearing on June 29. 

A public hearings was held on an 
ordinance appropriating $129,081,852 
“for the support and adoption of the 
Town Governmental Budget, Personnel 
Classification, Salary Plan and Tax 
Levy for the Fiscal Year ending June 30, 
2024,” according to the special meeting 
agenda.

“The residential tax rate decreased 
from $23.24 to $15.30 to offset the high-
er residential property values,” John-
ston Mayor Joseph M. Polisena said 
earlier this week. “The budget went 
from $120.5 million to $129 as we had 

Town 
budget 
passes
Tax rate decreases 
to offset higher 
property values

AMAZON - PAGE 8■ BUDGET - PAGE 8■



Johnston Sun Rise2 Thursday, July 6, 2023

For a complete list of our services, visit our website at 
atmedurgentcare.net

A Walk-In
Urgent Care 

Center
for all your 

medical needs

Occupational 
Medical Services 

available at 
both locations 

including 
pre-employment physicals, 

DOT exams, and drug testing

1524 Atwood Ave., Suite 122
Johnston, RI
401-273-9400

Orthopedic surgeon on site plus immediate access 
to hundreds of physicians and more than 

15 specialists in the same building
Monday-Friday 8 am - 9 pm

Saturday 8 am - 8 pm
Sunday 9 am - 8 pm

5750 Post Road
East Greenwich, RI

401-398-8760
Monday-Friday 8 am - 8 pm

Saturday & Sunday 
9 am - 5 pmOpen 

7 Days
a week

Providing 
care 

for over 
40 
years

‘Senior Spotlite’

Say you saw it in the

Johnston 
SunRise

By RICHARD J. DELFINO JR.
Special to the Sun Rise

This week’s Johnston Senior Center “Volunteer Spotlight” shines on 
Carmino “Tony” DeRobbio, who is one of the Center’s longest serving 
volunteers.

“Tony” as he is known to many friends in the community started vol-
unteering at the center’s previous site on “Priscilla Lane” some 20 years 
ago.

Tony began serving and delivering meals to seniors, and also was the 
BINGO caller three days per week.

When the center moved to its current location, Tony became known as 
the JSC volunteer “Security Manager.” 

Tony has been relied on for many years as the trusted and dependable 
person who allows various groups to access and lock up the building. 

Tony, besides all his after hours duties, takes advantage of his JSC 
membership by joining his friends each day for lunch, going on trips 
sponsored by  the center, as well as participating in many of the daily 
activities. Tony is a great advocate for the JSC and invites all his friends 
to stop by enjoy the many opportunities the JSC has to offer. 

Editor’s Note: Richard J. DelFino Jr. serves as Executive Director of the 
Johnston Senior Center, at 1291 Hartford Ave., Johnston. The Johnston Sun 
Rise regularly publishes a senior profile, called “Senior Spotlite,” submitted by 
the senior center.

One of Johnston Senior Center’s 
longest serving seniors

 Carmino “Tony” DeRobbio
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Johnston Sun Rise Staff Reports

Two children were injured during a storm on Tues-
day, July 4. 

A fallen tree has been blamed.
According to Johnston Police Chief Mark A. Vieira, 

the incident occurred around 3 p.m. Tuesday.
“Two juveniles were transported to the hospital with 

substantial injuries by Johnston Fire Department rescue 
personnel after being struck by a falling tree at 20 Park 
St.,” Vieira confirmed. 

Two children 
hurt by fallen 

tree in Johnston 

By PETE FONTAINE

There’s an unmatched special summer social 
that takes place every other Wednesday morn-
ing — weather permitting, of course — inside 
the “Johnston Jewel”, a.k.a. War Memorial 
Park.

The attendees are Johnston’s finest from the Police 
Department, volunteers from all over the town as well as 
residents who live at award-winning places like The 
Bridge a Cherry Hill and Morgan Rehabilitation and 
Heath Care Center.

It’s called Walk with Cops and features an ever-grow-
ing attendance that enjoys being served coffee and an 
assortment of breakfast goodies.

It’s coordinated by two special Johnstonians, namely 
JPD Capt. Michael Babbit and District I Town Council-
woman Linda Folcarelli. It’s also one of those “you don’t 
want to miss” events that also features a bit of physical 
fitness.

There’s always a special theme for each event, like last 
week’s pre-Fourth of July celebration that had to be 
moved back to Thursday as a result of what is expected 
to become a terrific tradition — last Tuesday’s PVD Food 
Trucks Event.

As has been a Walk with Cops tradition the past seven 
or so summers, Folcarelli and her sister Donna — who 
are steeped with Johnston pride — placed long red, 
white and blue coverings on 8-foot-long banquet tables 
set up by recreation department staffers for the “Guests 
of Honor” to enjoy their morning coffee and a variety of 
freshly made donuts.

“I love doing this!” Linda Folcarelli said as she filled 
cup-after-cup with coffee. “Our volunteers also enjoy 
making the morning special.”

Once everyone has finished their coffee and donuts, a 
special chant echoes through the air in the southeast cor-
ner of the pristine park.

“Does anyone want to walk?” asks Johnston Police 
Chief Mark Vieira.

Almost instantly, dozens of people who came from the 
Cherry Hill Manor Nursing Home, The Bridge at Cherry 
Hill, Morgan Rehabilitation and Health Center and An-
chor Bay at Pocasset get up from their seats and begin the 
morning’s trek around park pond under their own 
power, the use of walkers and some wheelchairs pushed 
by caring JPD officers.

Once the walk is complete, “our special seniors” as 
Linda Folcarelli calls them, sit in their seats and enjoy a 
fun-filled raffle that’s supported by some local business-
es. After which buses that carried people to the event line 
up and take residents home with best wishes like, as 
long-time volunteer Pat Giardina said last week: “We 
look forward to seeing (you) back here again soon.”

“It will be July 12 before you know it,” Linda Folcarel-
li said noting, “then we’ll conclude our July schedule on 
July 26.”

Walk with Cops begins at 9:30 a.m. and runs for two 
hours and is always filled with classic camaraderie at its 
finest that has happened every summer for more than a 
quarter century in Johnston.

WALK WITH COPS

Strolling with the keepers of the peace

SUPER STAFF: Among those staffers the Morgan Health Center who help make the JPD’s Walk with Cops a 
success are Administrator Robert Sechio, Director of Nursing Crystal Brown, Ernest Miller, Melissa Cortez, 
Donna Oliver, Linda Reach, Felix Figueroa and Dennis Melucci.

GRAND GUESTS: At right, Johnston Police Chief Mark 
Vieria, his command staff and officers enjoy hosting the 

town’s senior citizens during the award-winning Walk 
with Cops that’s held every other Wednesday morning 

inside War Memorial Park.

Place Your Ad today!
To advertise in your 

hometown newspaper, call

732-3100
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Quality Fuel at a Low Price!
Since 2007

Aurora Fuel Heating
& Air conditioning

401-823-5996
www.aurorafuelri.com Lic#31

Heating/AC  Repair • Service • Cleanings
AC, Furnace, Boiler and Oil Tank Installation & Replacement
Automatic Delivery Available • Heating Assistance Vendor

call for lowest price!

Your Money Wants to Work 

HARDER!

greenwoodcu.org

2669 Post Road, Warwick

Doing What’s Right. . . For You!
*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Rates effective 5/22/2023 and subject to change without notice. Fees or other 
conditions may reduce earnings on these accounts. Fees that may be applicable to deposit accounts can be found 
on the fee schedule. Penalty may apply for early withdrawal. Special certificate is not for IRA money. Limited Time 
Offer. $1,000 minimum investment.

Federally insured by NCUA

Open online, stop by 
or scan the code here

Other great rates available, too!
Only 

$1,000 Minimum

5.25%APY*

6-month CD 

5.00%APY*

9-month CD 

Here’s its Chance:

Warwick Beacon
•

Cranston Herald
•

Johnston SunRise

We’re All Ears
Your
opinion is
something we
always want to hear.

Questions?
Comments?
Story ideas?
Let us know how we’re doing.

RecReation Bus 
tRips and touRs

by SB BoiSy LLC
atlantic city bus trip to

Caesar’s 
Entertainment Casino

August 28th-30th
(Monday - Wednesday)

3 days/ 2 nights
Per person rates include bus, room, tax, nightly fees and baggage handling.

Motor coach driver and escort gratuities are not included.
Guests over 21 receive $50 comp – $25 slot play and $25 food.

Maximum bedding per room = 2 double beds
Single Rate $372.00 — Double Rate Per Person $245.00

Triple Rate Per Person $211.00 — Quad Rate Per Person $210.00

Call SB Boisy LLC 401-263-1341to register
Sandra Boisvert, 6 Belfield Drive, Johnston, RI 02919

40 passengers needed to 
prevent cancellation of this trip.

Full payment is needed by July 25th.
Reservation and half payment 

due July 10th.

The Johnston Police Department recently wel-
comed five new police officers to their ranks.

“Congratulations to our five newest Police Of-
ficers who graduated from the Rhode Island Mu-
nicipal Police Academy and were sworn in by the 
Honorable Mayor Joseph Polisena, Jr. and Chief 
Mark Vieira today!” Johnston Police announced in 
an online post. “Let’s give a warm welcome to 
Patrolman Matthew Levesque, Patrolman Mat-
thew Lonardo, Patrolman Levi Swanson, Patrol-
man Aaron Blanco, and Patrolman Cesar Irizarry 
as they join us in the mission of ‘Working Togeth-

er — Making a Difference.’”
“We are proud to have these dedicated individ-

uals join our team, committed to serving and pro-
tecting our community,” Johnston Police wrote. 
“They have undergone rigorous training and are 
now ready to serve with integrity, compassion, 
and professionalism. Please join us in congratu-
lating them on their achievement and in wishing 
them a successful and fulfilling career in law en-
forcement. Together, we can make a positive im-
pact and create a safer environment for every-
one.”

JPD welcomes five new officers

NEW BLOOD: The Johnston Police Department recently welcomed five new police officers: Patrolmen Matthew 
Levesque, Matthew Lonardo, Levi Swanson, Aaron Blanco and Cesar Irizarry. (Johnston Police photo)

THE CHIEF: Johnston Police Chief Mark Vieira addresses the new recruits. 

Johnston Sun Rise Staff Reports

On June 14, members of the Johnston Po-
lice Department’s Patrol and Detective Bu-
reau apprehended Michael L. Lovenbury, 
50, of Johnston on drug and weapons charg-
es after a traffic stop.

Lovenbury was found to be in possession 
of approximately 40 grams of suspected 
powder cocaine, according to Johnston Po-
lice.

In addition, he was carrying a loaded .380 
Ruger semi-automatic pistol, police said. 

Lovenbury faces multiple felony charges, 
including License or Permit Required for 
Carrying a Pistol, Possession of a Firearm in 
a Crime of Violence, and Possession with 
Intent to Deliver a Schedule II Narcotic.

Lovenbury was presented as a bail viola-
tor regarding a previous arrest and ap-
peared at the Third District Court for ar-
raignment on June 15.

“We commend our officers for their dedi-
cation and commitment to keeping our 
community safe,” Johnston Police posted 
online.

Johnston man arrested on 
drugs, weapons charges

DRUGS SEIZED: Johnston Police 
say they found approximately 40 grams 
of suspected powder cocaine and a 
loaded .380 Ruger semi-automatic pis-
tol on a Johnston man during a traffic 
stop. (Johnston Police photo)
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1. Property taxes, homeowners’ insurance, and home maintenance required. The home must be your primary residence. 
2. Consult a fi nancial advisor and appropriate government agencies for any e� ect on taxes or government benefi ts.
Branch O�  ce: 1 International Blvd, Suite 900 Mahwah, NJ 07495. NMLS #957935. Licensed by Rhode Island Third Party 
Loan Servicer License 20193879LS, Rhode Island Lender License 20153084LL, MA Debt Collector License DC957935, 
Mortgage Lender License, with reverse mortgage authority ML 957935.

Rewriting the 
Rules of
Retirement
Retirement comes with more time for 
the things you love. A reverse mortgage
can help you fund them.

Pay o�  your existing mortgage to 
eliminate monthly payments 1

Get additional income tax-free cash 
to use for what matters most 2

Continue to own your home just like a
traditional mortgage

NMLS #595725

Contact Carol Miller, your local
Reverse Mortgage Specialist.

(401) 406-1247  (Cell)
carol.miller@longbridge-fi nancial.com

DO YOU NEED 
A NEW ROOF?

If So, I Bet The Last Thing 
You Want To Do RIGHT NOW 
Is Spend $15,000-$25,000 

Or More On A New Roof!
Call the Roof Assistance Hotline at 401-954-9012 

to learn how you may qualify to replace your old roof 
for $5,000-$6,000 of your own personal funds, 

regardless of roof size.

This is not a loan or a grant so there is no application to fi ll out and no home appraisal 
required. Qualifying is strictly based on a free assessment of your current roof.

Who this program is for:
1. Homeowners with medium, large or extra-large roofs
2. This program is not based on fi nancial hardship. In fact, many homeowners that we 

assist are considered somewhat affl uent
3. Homeowners with a roof that is between 10-35 years old are ideal

Who this program is NOT for:
1. Homeowners with smaller than average roofs
2. Homeowners that have replaced sections of their roof over the years, piece by piece
3. Homeowners with roofs that are less than 10 years old
4. Homeowners that a have a roof in absolutely terrible condition that probably needed 

to be replaced many, many years ago

Call the Hotline at 

401-954-9012 
for your free roof assessment or go to 

www.roofassistancehotline.com
Reg#11374

ASSAULT & PURSUIT
Around 9:15 p.m., April 

23, Johnston Police re-
ceived a call via depart-
ment radio that Provi-
dence Police were in pur-
suit of a vehicle that was 
just spotted fleeing the 
scene of a “shots fired” call 
in the vicinity of 850 Man-
ton Ave. in Providence.

Providence Police ad-
vised the suspect vehicle 
was an older dark, black 
Cadillac Escalade EXT 
(pickup truck), and they 
were pursuing it into John-
ston, in the area of Green-
ville Avenue at Killingly 
Street. 

The vehicle fled north 
on Waterman Avenue, 
from Greenville Avenue, 
where it parked in a drive-
way, attempting to hide 
from pursuing officers.

As Providence Police 
closed-in on the vehicle, 
the driver reversed, strik-
ing a police cruiser’s front 
bumper.

The pursuit continued 
and dispatch provided up-
dates. The last location an-
nouncement made was 
Borden Avenue. Johnston 
Police joined the pursuit.

“The vehicle traveled 
north on Borden Avenue, 
executed a left hand turn 
onto Hartfod Avenue and 
then onto the Route 6 East 
on-ramp from Hartford 
Avenue,” Johnston Police 
Patrolman Derrick Palaz-
zo wrote in the incident 
report. “I then observed 
both Providence Patrol 
Cruisers miss the on-ramp, 
oversteering to their left as 
I entered onto the (Route 6 
East on-ramp), becoming 
the (first) patrol cruiser in 
pursuit.”

More Johnston Police 
joined the chase.

The vehicle eventually 
exited Route 6 onto Me-
morial Boulevard, the 
driver making a U-turn. 

“When he performed 
the U-turn I obtained a 
complete visual of the op-
erator,” Palazzo wrote. He 
described the suspect over 
the radio.

The pursuit continued 
onto Interstate 95 north, 
from Memorial Boulevard, 
and eventually neared the 
Massachusetts border. 
Rhode Island State Police 
eventually took the lead. 

The pursuit continued 
from I-95 to Route 495 
northbound, where Mas-
sachusetts State Troopers 
also joined the pursuit. 

Palazzo said that he had 
decided to abandon the 
pursuit and head back to 
the Ocean State, when “the 
suspect vehicle had also 
coincidentally utilized the 
same exit.”

“As the pursuit contin-
ued south towards Rhode 
Island, I noticed and an-
nounced that the suspect 
vehicle was now slowing 
significantly, speeds were 
now at 35 mph, as the ve-
hicle began to pull to its 
right,” Palazzo wrote. 
“Several seconds later the 
vehicle came to a stop and 
the suspect exited from the 
front passenger’s door and 
jumped over the highway 
median into a heavily 
wooded area.”

After a brief struggle, 
two Rhode Island State 
Troopers and Palazzo had 

the suspect in custody. Po-
lice identified the driver as 
Michael Pinto, 40, of 234 
Money Hill Road, Chepa-
chet. Police discovered Pi-
not had a suspended li-
cense. He was charged 
with Assault with a Dan-
gerous Weapon, Eluding a 
Law Enforcement Officer 
with a Motor Vehicle in a 
High Speed Pursuit, and 
received a citation for 
Driving with a Suspended 
License. 

ATTEMPTED B&E
On April 30, around 5 

p.m., a resident responded 
to police headquarters in 
reference to a trespass 
complaint. The resident 
told police they had video 
surveillance footage of Ro-
ry A. Deshaies, 65, of 9 
Camille Drive, Johnston, 
attempting to gain entry to 
their front door, that same 
day.

Deshaies can allegedly 
be seen on the video “take 
an unknown object out of 
his pocket and manipulate 
the door jam, then look up 
at the camera and walk 
away.”

The resident told police 
they would like to press 
charges against Deshaies.

On May 1, Deshaies re-
sponded to headquarters, 
and police told him he had 
an active warrant for At-
tempted B&E. He was pro-
cessed and placed in a cell.

HABITUAL  
SHOPLIFTING

On April 24, Johnston 
Police responded to 49 
Bridgeton Court, Crans-
ton, in an attempt to locate 
Peter John Moscarelli Jr., 
58, of that address. John-
ston Police were looking 
for Moscarelli, alleging he 
is a “Shoplifting Habitual 
Offender.”

Johnston Police Detec-
tive Kevin Brady spotted 
Moscarelli at his home, in 
the backyard. He arrested 
Moscarelli “without inci-
dent.”

He was transported to 
police headquarters and 
processed. He also had a 
Superior Court Bench 
Warrant for Shoplifting 
out of the Johnston Police 
Department. 

The arrest stems back to 
incidents reported by em-
ployees of a local grocery 
store on March 15 and 17. 
Police received a report 
that an “approximately six 
foot tall older white heavy 
set man came into the 
store” and placed a pack-
age of shrimp ($23.89), 
Monster Energy drink 
12-pack ($19.99), Pepsi 
($6.99), seven four-packs 
of Monster Energy 
($55.93), two Red Bull 
12-packs ($39.18), two 
Coke Fridge Packs 
($14.98), Poland Springs 
water 24-pack case ($4.50), 
Nestle Purelife 24-pack 
case ($3.34), two Tide de-
tergent bottles ($31.98), 
and a pack of Solo cups 
($5.49), into his cart.

“It should be noted this 
male had a limp with his 
left leg as viewed by secu-
rity footage,” wrote John-
ston Police Patrolman 
Nicholas A. Crowe, in the 
original incident report.

The man allegedly 
passed all points of sale 

with the items. 
The store also alleged 

the same man came into 
the store 8:30 p.m. on 
March 15, and around 8 
p.m. March 17, he “placed 
all the same items into a 
cart and proceeded past all 
points of purchase.” The 
man left the store and fled 
in a vehicle.

Security was able to get 
an image of the vehicle 
and license plate. The store 
told police they would like 
to press charges. A check 
of the area was unsuccess-
ful finding the suspect. 

Police eventually tied 
the incidents to Moscarelli. 
He was charged with felo-
ny charges of Shoplifting 
and Habitual Offender 
(Shoplifting).

POSSESSION
Around 5:30 p.m., April 

24, Johnston Police re-
sponded to a local parking 
lot to investigate a report 
of a man “rummaging 
through vehicles.” Police 
en route were told by dis-
patch that the man was 
wearing a red sweatshirt, 
black sweatpants and was 
now standing at the bus 
stop in front of the store.

Police spoke to the call-
er, who told them the sus-
pect was seen entering an 
unlocked truck through its 
passenger side door and 
removed several items, 
placing them in a camou-
flage backpack.

Police spotted the man, 
and identified him as Sean 
E. Farrell, 35, of 1149 
Douglas Ave., Apt. 5, 
North Providence. The 
spoke to him, and Farrell 
claimed he knew the 
truck’s owner, and claimed 
the vehicle owner left $4 
inside the truck for him 
and he was retrieving it.

The owner was located 
and after checking the 
truck, told police that it 
had been rummaged 
through and several items 
(including a blue iPad, 
multiple gift cards and 
various children’s toys be-
long to her son) were miss-
ing. The items were alleg-
edly found in Farrell’s 
backpack. Police also 
found a small bag contain-
ing a white powdery sub-
stance. Farrell allegedly 
told police it was “meth.”

“Prior to being secured 
in the rear of my cruiser, 
Mr. Farrell asked officers if 
he could apologize to (the 
victim) for stealing the 
items from her truck,” 
Johnston Patrolman Mat-
thew D. Murphy wrote in 
the arrest report.

Farrell was charged with 
one count of Possession of 
a Schedule I-V Substance 
and a count of Larceny 
Under $1,500. 

SHOPLIFTING
Around 9:05 p.m., May 

18, Johnston Police re-
sponded to a store in town 
for the report of a shoplift-
ing in progress. Prior to 
arriving on the scene, store 
personnel told police that 
the suspect had fled on 
foot after leaving a cart full 
of groceries that had been 
taken out of the store. An 
employee was chasing the 
suspect, who had tried to 
leave the store with the 
full cart but did not pay for 

the items.
Police identified the sus-

pect as John Feliciano-
Huertas, 29, of 627 Crans-
ton St., Providence. Police 
spotted Feliciano-Huertas 
running behind the store, 
with the employee still 
chasing him. 

Johnston Police Patrol-
man Derrick Palazzo exit-
ed his cruiser and told Fe-
liciano-Huertas to place 
his hands on the hood of 
the police cruiser. Felicia-
no-Huertas was transport-
ed to police headquarters 
where he was processed 
and charged with Shoplift-
ing. According to police, 
he had an extensive crimi-
nal background and was a 
probation violator, so he 
was held pending trans-
portation to Third District 
Court in the morning.

EDITOR’S NOTE: This 
police log information has 
been taken from public record 
police incident and arrest re-
ports provided by the John-
ston Police Department and 
other local law enforcement 
agencies.

Johnston Police Log
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Cultivate
Kindness

cherry hill manor nursing & rehabilitation center
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CLUES ACROSS
 1.  Small Eurasian deer
 4.  Irish county
 10.  A major division of geological 

time
 11.  Broadway actor Lane
 12.  Canadian province
 14.  It causes fainting (abbr.)
 15.  Two
 16.  A notable one is blue
 18.  Utter repeatedly
 22.  Rings
 23.  Sullies
 24.  Occurs
 26.  Publicity
 27.  Near
 28.  Tools of a trade
 30.  Offer in good faith
 31.  “American Idol” network
 34.  Garments
 36.  Soviet Socialist Republic
 37.  Retired NFL DC Dean
 39.  Hot meal
 40.  A type of gin
 41.  Percussion instrument

 42.  A $10 bill
 48.  About ground
 50.  Medicine man
 51.  Seedless raisin
 52.  National capital of Albania
 53.  Appendage
 54.  OJ trial judge
 55.  By the way
 56.  Bicycle parts
 58.  Barbie’s friend
 59.  In a way, stretched
 60.  Commercials

CLUES DOWN
 1.  Make up for
 2.  American songbird
 3.  Pay
 4.  International organization
 5.  Engravers
 6.  Declared as fact
 7.  Criminal
 8.  Jewelry
 9.  Hospital worker (abbr.)
 12.  Nonsense (slang)
 13.  Town in Galilee

 17.  Value
 19.  Another name
 20.  Sheep in second year before 

shearing
 21.  Town in Surrey, England
 25.  Appropriate during a time of 

year
 29.  Creative output
 31.  Recesses
 32.  District in N. Germany
 33.  Rider of Rohan
 35.  The offi cial emblem of the 

German Third Reich
 38.  One who puts down roots
 41.  Scribe
 43.  Painted a bright color
 44.  Tycoons
 45.  Actress Thurman
 46.  Walking accessory
 47.  Crest of a hill
 49.  Member of a North American 

people
 56.  Type of computer
 57.  U.S. State (abbr.)

BY CHRISTOPHER SHEA
Rhode Island Current

PROVIDENCE — A Johnston-based 
beef slaughterhouse admitted in federal 
court recently that it defrauded custom-
ers over falsified meat inspections in 
2019.

Rhode Island Beef and Veal and one of 
its owners, Michael A. Quattrucci, plead-
ed guilty to charges of defrauding cus-
tomers by claiming that beef had been 
inspected under the Federal Meat In-
spection Act. 

The meat was never inspected but was 
stamped with an unauthorized official 
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture inspection 
mark, the U.S. Department of Justice 
(DOJ) said.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) Food Safety Inspection Service 
suspended Rhode Island Beef and Veal 
and withdrew its inspector on Aug. 20, 
2019. Eight days later, prosecutors said a 

USDA supervisor visited the plant and 
found employees packing various cuts of 
meat and applying USDA marks of in-
spections to the meat with no inspector 
present. 

Additionally there was packaged meat 
with USDA stickers stored in five bins, 
prosecutors said.

The next day, a USDA investigator 
noted 224 pounds of unmarked ground 
beef and a 594-pound half-carcass of beef 
that had been freshly cut into primal 
parts for delivery to a customer in Con-
necticut who supplies meat products to 
restaurants.

Quattrucci is scheduled to be sen-
tenced on July 26, while Rhode Island 
Beef and Veal is scheduled to be sen-
tenced on Sept. 7.

Editor’s Note: Christopher Shea is a writ-
er for the Rhode Island Current, a new state 
news service. Rhode Island Current stories 
can be found at rhodeislandcurrent.com. 

Johnston slaughterhouse admits to 
violating federal meat inspection law

The Johnston Police Department recently promoted Lt. Joseph McGinn to Cap-
tain, and Sgt. Joseph Scichilone, Jr. to Lieutenant. 

“We appreciate both officers and their commitment to upholding the law and 
ensuring the safety of our community,” Johnston Police announced in an online 
post. “Their leadership and dedication have earned them this well-deserved 
promotion. We are confident that they will continue to lead by example, foster-
ing a safe and secure environment for all residents of Johnston.”

“We wish them the very best in their new roles and have no doubt that they 
will continue to make a difference in the lives of the people they serve. Con-
gratulations, Captain McGinn and Lieutenant Scichilone.”

Johnston Police promotes two officers

Got something to sell???
Advertise in the Classifieds

Call 732-3100 today!
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JOHNSTON

As Rhode Islanders take to the beaches or explore 
destinations elsewhere on vacation during the July 
Fourth holiday season — or wringing out their 
clothes after what was a rain-soaked celebration 
down in Bristol — the stage is set for another beauti-
ful summer.

But the stage is also set for a bounty of news in the 
coming months, as the General Assembly has enact-
ed a slew of new policies and legislation that, mov-
ing forward, could potentially have major implica-
tions.

In housing, more than a dozen pieces of the pack-
age put forth by Speaker Shekarchi have been signed 

into law, and it 
will be seen as to 
whether or not 
decisions to un-
shackle devel-
opers from cer-
tain permitting 

and administrative roadblocks will actually start to 
translate into more affordable housing being created 
for years to come. Renters received a little support by 
having rental application fees outlawed, but advo-
cates pushing for more control over rent increases 
can only wait for next session.

Environmental advocates and public enjoyers of 
the shoreline can celebrate two success stories, one 
that opens up public access to areas of the shoreline 
10 feet landward of the high tide line, and although 
it won’t take place until January of 2025, styrofoam 
packaging has been banned in the state for food 
preparation and to-go containers.

In elections, civic-minded youngsters got a boost 
by permitting them to register and vote in primary 
elections at 17 years old, so long as they will be 18 by 
the time the general election rolls around. This 
means that a 16-year-old today could be able to vote 
in the upcoming presidential primary in November 
of 2024, provided they have a birthday prior to No-
vember.

And speaking of that election, an eye-popping 35 
people have officially declared candidacy for Rhode 
Island’s First Congressional District, and many mu-
nicipalities will utilize the special election to put 
forth capital bond requests to voters for a variety of 
uses, from new fire stations to brand new school 
buildings. With so many candidates and a lot of bond 
money at stake, you can expect a lot of political ads 
between now and November.

For now, we can enjoy the sun and take a much-
needed breathe of relief. But summer months fly by, 
and before we know it we’ll be back to the rush of the 
beginning of school, the holidays, and then the un-
known promise of what a new year, with loads of 
new legislation, has in store.

Summer calm before 
a storm of activity

The devastating fire 
over the Memorial Day 
holiday weekend at the 
Simmons Village Apart-
ments left a few people 
injured plus 50 or more 
residents homeless.

But as is the case when 
individuals or families are 
adversely displaced by 
tragedies like this one in 
Johnston, the specialists 
from the RI Chapter of the 
Red Cross showed up al-
most immediately to be-
gin the task of relocating 
the fire victims in hotels 
or other viable accommo-
dations.

According to officials, it 
was a tough weekend to 
find lodging for so many 
people due to placement 
of homeless and state-
wide graduations, that 
brought lots of visitors to 
the area.

Therefore, according to 
sources, some burned out 
occupants of the Simmons 
Village complex took 
shelter in the unaffected 
community room to sleep 
and care for themselves 

until better arrangements 
could be found.

The Spirit of Hope non-
profit organization made 
their presence known to 
the Red Cross officials in-
side  the community 
room, Louis Spremulli 
and Frank DiMaio, Res-
cue Kit Chairman, offered 
to donate 50 rescue kits 
which contained personal 
hygiene products ,clean 

clothes, face cloths and 
other useful toiletries 
items to help get them 
through the next few 
days.

These augmented dona-
tions were welcomed by 
Red Cross helpers and 
more mutual aid is 
planned by Spremulli’s 
charity to help in situa-
tions like this as they oc-
cur especially in the great-

er Johnston and surround-
ing areas.

Fortunately, “Spirit of 
Hope” was able to get 
their volunteers together 
to assemble 50 rescue kits 
at their storage facility 
within one hour’s time.

Louis returned the next 
morning and found out 
that their kits were a big 
help. That makes him so 
happy and proud of what 
they do at Spirit of Hope.

One thing is for sure , 
we will make sure our in-
ventory is up to date in 
case of future disasters. 
We had just made other 
donations one week be-
fore Very important! Sup-
porters of our organiza-
tion can be proud to say 
they support us and are 
part of helping their local 
community. Their fund-
ing help support our kits 
and 50 people had some-
thing to receive from their 
local community.

Paul Orlando, Louis 
Spremulli, Frank Dimaio

Spirit of Hope

Spirit of Hope donates 50 rescue kits to fire victims
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CALL US

401-541-5985 ��
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Answer to this 
week’s Puzzle:

storage containers for rent
Stationary at our Johnston location 

or mobile at your location 
for a monthly rental fee. 

call for our 
pricing & incentive

programs
for long term use.401.837.0048 or 401.626-8737

yard debris, 
junk removal and more!
10, 15, 20 & 30 yard containers placed at your location

call for pricing and availability.

Very competitiVe rates, fast, reliable courteous serVice

401.626.8737 or 401.837.0048

Goulin StoraGe

Johnston 
Sun Rise

 
 
 
 
 

Easy Online 
Application

Enter a Little
Information

Get Your Best Rate
Online in Minutes

Parents, see how quick and easy it is to
get your best rate!

U.S. News NerdWallet Money.comForbes
Advisor

Recognized as one of the BEST Education Loan Providers by:

Rhode Island Student Loan Authority

Our rates speak for themselves and these
national publications think so too.

VISIT RISLA.COM OR CALL 1-800-758-7562

Wanted
Junk/unwanted vehicles 

Top $ Paid
You Call, We Haul!

401-451-8520

Call 
Anytime

The Pannese Society receives a grant every year for 
promoting Italian heritage in the community. 

David Vendatelli is the president and discussed the 
grant with Rhode Island state Rep. Ed Cardillo and 
Louis Spremulli about this year’s trip to sister city 
Panni, Foggia, Italy. 

Spremulli has already sent in a letter to Johnston 
Mayor Joseph Polisena Jr., three weeks ago and is 
awaiting a response regarding the town’s participa-
tion.

There is a Sister City agreement in  place with the 
Town of Johnston from 2016, which included a ceremo-
ny at the senior center. All state officials were invited 
and the governor as well.

Spremulli hopes that the town steps forward to set-
up better communication and even a zoom night with 
refreshments for the community. Both mayors, from 
each country, could address each other in real-time. 

Panni is a village in the province of Foggia in the 
Apulia region of southeast Italy.

Pannese Society wins $2,500 grant

HERITAGE GRANT: State Rep. Ed Cardillo presented 
a $2,500 grant to Pannese Society President David 
Vendatelli. (Submitted photo)

to absorb the large Amazon payment into our budget.”
Polisena said Johnston “schools account for about 70% 

of the increase,” including “$2.1 million in debt service, 
$2.1 million in an increase in Town aid,” and “$1.8 mil-
lion in state aid, which is a pass thru in our budget.”

“It totals about $6 million of the overall increase,” 
Polisena explained. “Another $1.8 million went to police 
and fire, this includes salaries, healthcare and filling all 
police and fire vacancies.”

Polisena also created a new town department. 
“I took existing workers out of the recreation depart-

ment and public works department and created a new 
department, buildings and grounds,” Polisena said. 
“These individuals will be responsible for maintaining 
all town property including town buildings, fields and 
parks.”

The town ran a “Notice of Proposed Property Tax Rate 
Change” legal advertisement in the June 16 edition of the 
Providence Journal.

 “The Town of Johnston proposes to increase its total 
property tax levy to $75,540,802 in the 2023-2024 budget 
year, the total property tax levy this year is $72,855,935,” 
reads  the legal ad. “The result is a proposed net tax levy 
increase of 3.69 percent.”

Polisena has also announced a “Town takeover of the 
Johnston School Department.” That matter is still pend-
ing, and may lead to litigation between the town and the 
school department. Both the town and the schools have 
hired legal counsel.

The School Committee approved its budget on June 22. 
The total expenses proposed in the FY 2024 school de-
partment budget amount to $65,466,300, as compared to 
the FY 2023 budget’s $60,434,216.

That’s a $5,032,084 difference year-over-year, or more 
than 8 percent increase in expenses.

The School Department is requesting a town appro-
priation of $42,610,281, $4,081,266 more than the town 
contributed last year, a more than 10 percent increase.

Polisena has committed to providing $2.1 million more 
to the district, over last year, but called it an “exorbitant 
amount of money.” The nearly $2 million gap between 
the mayor’s promised funding increase and the school 
department’s request may lead to “major cuts” across 
Johnston schools, according to members of the School 
Committee.

Out of District Tuition is projected to cost the district 
$3,600,500 next year, an increase of $398,000 (more than 
12 percent). Major increases in school spending have also 
been proposed for Special Services ($761,298 higher in 
the proposed budget, a 19 percent increase), Salaries 
($1,869,229, 6 percent) and Benefits ($1,409,441, 10 per-
cent).

■ Budget
(Continued from page 1)

When can the region’s job-seek-
ers expect hiring to begin?

“General hiring usually starts 
about 4 to 6 weeks before a build-
ing launches,” Kelly replied with 
an answer that would be more 
helpful with an opening date.

In March, Johnston Town Coun-
cil President Robert V. Russo, re-
sponding to Sun Rise queries re-
garding progress at the site, as-
sured residents the facility would 
open, eventually. 

“I am confident it will open — 
but I do not believe it will open on 
time,” Russo said in an April 1 re-

sponse.
Earlier this spring, we also asked 

Amazon if the facility would even-
tually open, or if it would forever 
sit vacant. The company assured us 
that it would open, and Amazon 
would be hiring 1,500 employees.  

However, asked to clarify when 
the Johnston facility would open, 
Amazon dodged the question:

“Will the Amazon facility in 
Johnston open by the end of 2023 
(as previously estimated by Ama-
zon)?”

“Thanks for following up,” Kelly 
wrote via email on April 4. “The 
information we provided you last 
week on this is the latest from us. 
As both Caitlin and I mentioned, 
once we have more to share, we 
will be sure to let you know.”

We then provided a long list of 

Amazon projects from across the 
nation that have reportedly been 
abandoned. We asked for updates 
on those projects, to gain a per-
spective on the company’s nation-
wide facility goals. 

“There isn’t any new informa-
tion on a timeline to share from us 
on this project right now,” Amazon 
spokesperson Caitlin McLaughlin 
responded on April 5. 

Some of the money promised to 
Johnston will arrive, no matter the 
status of the building on the hill. 
Some, however, like payments to 
youth sports and the town’s senior 
center, are contingent upon the fa-
cility opening.

Is the project on track?
They may not answer, no matter 

how often we ask. But we’ll keep 
asking.

■ Amazon
(Continued from page 1)

OPENING SOON? On March 17, Johnston Mayor Joseph Polisena Jr. announced on Twitter that he had toured 
the Amazon construction site with US Sen. Jack Reed. He released four photos from the tour. (Photos courtesy 
Johnston Mayor Joseph Polisena Jr.)
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Thirteenth Anniversary

Anna P. Pilozzi
3/28/16 - 7/10/2021

Our Mother - Grandmother
To one who bears the sweetest name
And adds a luster to the same,
Who shared our joys and
cheered us when we were sad,
The greatest friend we ever had.
God bless her in Heaven
There will never be another to
take the place of our dear mother.

Son Anthony & Wife Concetta,
Grandson Emilio, Son Robert & 
Wife Rhonda, Grandson Robert,

Granddaughter Regina
and great-grandson Vincent

Obituaries
In your time of need, the 
Johnston Sun Rise  will 
print your loved one’s full 
obituary for a small charge. 
The paper also places the 
obituary on our website, 
johnstonsunrise.net.

Should  you  des ire  our 
services, kindly inform your 
funeral director, or call 
(401) 732-3100 or email 
Obits@rhodybeat.com 
for additional information. 
Obituary prices start at 
$60. You may include the 
obituary in any of our other 
newspapers for half price. 

– Thank you

Obituaries
Dorothy A. Nugeness

Dorothy A. Nugeness, 
passed away on Monday 
June 26th after celebrating 
her 99th birthday on June 
18th. She was the loving 
wife of the late James 
Nugeness Sr. They had 
been married for 75 years.

Dorothy was the daugh-
ter of the late Michael and 
Louise Mekuto and had 
lived in Johnston her entire 
life. Dorothy was a cook 
with the Johnston School 
Department for over 20 
years before retiring. She loved to bake and whenever you 
stopped over you could be sure there would always be a 
homemade sweet or goodie brought out on the table. She 
took much pride in her beautiful Christmas cookie trays 
that she made every year for family and friends.

She leaves her sons, Ronald Nugeness of North Provi-
dence, James Nugeness Jr. of Johnston, and the late Bradley 
Nugeness. She was the grandmother of Ronald Nugeness, 
Christine Nugeness and Kendra Morales. She was the 
great-grandmother of Mikko and Maiya Morales who 
gave her the loving nickname of “Gigi” which she adored. 
She was also called “Gramma Dot” by many that loved 
her.

Her funeral and burial will be private.

By ALEXIA DILORENZO
Special to the Sun Rise

The Johnston High 
School’s National Honors 
Society will be holding 
their annual summer 
Blood Drive on Tuesday, 
July 11.

The members of the so-
ciety have been working 
hard to gather donors 
throughout the town to 
donate blood. Donating 
blood is an extreme life-
saving action, and can 
help millions of people all 
around the world. 

The blood drive will 
take place in the high 
school’s cafeteria, where 
there will be members of 
the society working, along-
side the RI Blood Center, 
to make sure every donor 
is comfortable.

If you’d like to make an 
appointment, please go to 
ribc.org and use the spon-
sor code 0441 to make an 
appointment! On behalf of 
JHS National Honors Soci-
ety, thank you for taking 
the time to donate.

Editor’s Note: This dis-
patch was written by Alexia 
DiLorenzo, Johnston High 
School’s National Honor So-
ciety president and Student  
Council president. The Sun 
Rise regularly publishes sto-
ries submitted by local stu-
dents and schools. 

Summer blood drive slated for Tuesday

Visit  cranstonmecu.org
or cal l  401-463-3010.

6-MONTH CERTIFICATE
APY*4.50%

Opening yours is as easy as
1,  2,  3 cl ick!

 

Local.  Trusted. Secure.

*APY=Annual Percentage Yield. Rates are subject to change without notice and may change monthly. Minimum balance to open is $500. Fees
may reduce earnings on the account. Other conditions�may apply. Federally- insured by National Credit Union Administration.  We do business
in accordance with the Fair Housing Law and Equal Opportunity Credit Act.

A friend to your community for over 75 years.

This amazing rate is  available to everyone!

Limited
Time
Offer

By LOUIS SPREMULLI 
Special to the Sun Rise

Every day of the week is soccer except for Wednes-
days. The weekends are games anywhere between 
three states and practice during the week at Brown.

Giana Dimaio is 14 years old and lives in Johnston. 
She just graduated from Saint Rocco’s and is going to 
Lasalle. She will be trying out for the soccer team in 
August.

Giana showed me her 15 medals and most are all first 
place. She played on two teams: Bruno United Premier 
and Pawtucket Storm, both are travel teams. What that 
means is that both parents had a lot of traveling to do 
every week.

She played defense for the team, but also has scored 
a few goals. She has become very friendly with her 
teammates and spends some time with school friends 
as well. Her life has been mainly focused on soccer, but 
now the big change comes with more dedication to 
school work and she will have to let the two travel 
teams go. Hopefully she will play on the Lasalle team. 
I hope one of the Lasalle scouts reads this article.

One thing for sure, she is a very happy girl. She is 
always laughing and enjoying her time in whatever she 
does. She is my friend Frank’s daughter and he is very 
dedicated to her. I had to meet her. He actually brings 
her to school in the morning and picks her up in the 
afternoon, during his work time. I picked up on a spe-
cial relationship that everyone could wish for.

Editor’s Note: Louis Spremulli, a Johnston resident, 
writes and submits stories to the Johnston Sun Rise on a 
regular basis. 

Soccer standout thanks parents 
for help winning medals

Ronald “Ronnie” Corvese
Ronald “Ronnie” Cor-

vese, 85, of Johnston 
passed away peacefully at 
HopeHealth Hulitar Hos-
pice Center surrounded by 
his loving family on Satur-
day July 1, 2023. He was 
the beloved husband of the 
late Rebecca “Becky” (Pi-
tocco) Corvese. Born in 
Providence, he was the son 
of the late Carmine and 
Elizabeth (Lato) Corvese.

Ronnie was self-em-
ployed for 45 years as the 
owner/operator of Corvese’s Fruit Stand in Johnston and 
Corvese’s Wholesale Fruit and Produce in Providence.  He 
served in the United States Army and was a proud VA 
member. Ronnie was a member of the Johnston Lions for 
many years volunteering his time and supporting fund 
raising events. He enjoyed horse racing, attending to his 
vegetable garden, spending quality time at his morning 
hang out, playing his daily lottery numbers and going to 
breakfast on Saturday mornings with his friends. He cher-
ished the time spent with his grandchildren and was so 
very proud of their accomplishments.              

He was the devoted father of Lianne DiMaio and her 
husband David of Cranston, Ronald Corvese Jr. and his 
wife Donna of Johnston, and Bethany Clements and her 
husband Matthew of Johnston. He was the loving grandfa-
ther of Morgan, Janet, Rebecca, Carmen and Matthew and 
dear brother of Carmine “Cal” Corvese Jr. of Johnston, 
Robert Corvese of South Kingston, and the late Anthony 
Corvese of Narragansett.

The family would like to thank the doctors, nurses, and 
staff at HopeHealth Hulitar Hospice Center for the excel-
lent care, professionalism, and dignity extended.  Ronnie’s 
last days were filled with kindness and comfort and the 
family will be forever grateful.    

His funeral will be held from the Nardolillo Funeral 
Home and Crematory, 1278 Park Avenue, Cranston on 
Thursday, July 6th at 10am followed by a Mass of Christian 
burial at St. Rocco Church, Johnston at 11am.  Visiting 
hours are on Thursday, July 6th from 9-10am.  Burial will 
take place at St. Ann Cemetery, Cranston. 

Visit NardolilloFH.com for online condolences.

ADVERTISE
IN YOUR

HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPER!
To place your ad, call

732-3100
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ANIMAL   TALK
By Karen Kalunian

Local�Adoptable�Loveable

If you have been thinking of adopting or know of 
an animal in need, please contact Karen directly at

animaltalk1920@gmail.com

Photo credit: FOHARI

Jasmine is a three year old Welsh Terrier mixed breed 
and weighs about 25lbs. She is a “bundle of energy” 
according to the folks at Friends of Homeless Animals 
RI. If you are an adult only home and live an active 
lifestyle then Jasmine might be the pup for you. If you 
know anything about her breed it’s that she’ll chase 
after small animals like squirrels, rabbits ect so that’s 
something to consider. She will however shower you 
with her puppy kisses and happily wag her tail! Jas-
mine certainly is adorable but the rescue wants to be 
sure to fi nd her the perfect match, she also wants to be 
your one and only princess. Please email save4paws@
gmail.com or visit their website at www,fohari.org for 
more information. This adorable fun little girl will surely 
bring her vibrant spirit into your home!

Jasmine

Photo credit: Karen Kalunian

Magnolia has it all, big beautiful green eyes, whis-
kers for days and a “purr-fect” temperament! She is 
a young girl, so very playful and loving! Magnolia is a 
Domestic Shorthair with a gorgeous white and Tabby 
coat. If you’d like to meet her please visit EGAPL The 
Heart of RI at 44 Worthington Road Cranston, RI dur-
ing their open adoption hours: Wednesday 3:00-7:00, 
Thursday & Friday 12:00-2:00 and Saturday 10:00-
2:00. Let’s not keep this beautiful girl waiting a day 
longer to fi nd love, please call now 401-467-3670 for 
more information.

Magnolia

1. 
Catrina 
Zinni

Valedictorian 

JHS Class of ’23 Top 10

Future Plans (education): University of Connecticut Honors Program

Future Plans (career):  Nursing

High school activities and any positions held:  Class Council Treasurer, Girls Soc-
cer Captain, National Honor Society member, peer tutor, member of the float com-
mittee

Special awards/scholarships received: Valedictorian, Excellence in Science Award, 
American Mathematical Society Award, 2022 Rhode Island Civic Leadership Award, 
Harvard Book Award, Seal of Biliteracy, Hopkins Family Memorial Scholarship, Gary 
Mazzie Memorial Health Sciences Scholarship, Red Sox Foundation Service Scholar-
ship, JSHS PTSO Scholarship, The Michael E. and Lida M. Contillo Scholarship

Best High School Memory: One of my favorite high school memories was when 
Josephine took chicken out of her pocket in the middle of English class and we both 
started laughing so hard we couldn't breathe.

Who helped you succeed in High School? I was greatly supported by my family, 
friends, and the teachers at the high school. They never stopped believing in me and 
always pushed me to be my best. 

Advice for next year's class: My advice for next year's class is to get involved and 
truly make the most of your time in high school. It goes by fast, but the memories 
that you make will always stay with you. Always put your best foot forward in all 

JHS SUPER STUDENTS: The JHS students who make up the Class of 2023’s Top 10 Seniors are: Catrina 
Zini, Ayomide Josephine Olagundoye, Willson Hage, Vincent Chang and Talia Laflamme, Allison Benoit, Emma 
Homenick, Sierra Jeetan, Makayla Scuncio and Derek Salvatore. (Sun Rise photo by Pete Fontaine)
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2. 
Ayomide 
Josephine 
Olagundoye

Future Plans (education): I will be attending the University of Rhode Island for a double 
major in Biomedical Engineering and Spanish.

Future Plans (career):  I have many interests, and therefore I hope that in everything that I do, 
I continue to learn. It would be my dream to be old and still have a passion to learn from others, 
and to have encountered 100 million people and still aspire to show love and kindness to the 
next person. In addition, I hope that more than just obtaining knowledge I can teach others and 
breed in them a passion to learn and love! I hope that I’m humble enough to truly care for oth-
ers, learn from others, and help others recover in any way, shape, or form. This is something that 
I hope to accomplish in my day-to-day encounters, as well as through a career in which I engi-
neer medical equipment and prosthetics to aid in one's recovery process. 

High school activities and any positions held:  Through my high school career, I have taken 
part in the following clubs and extracurricular activities: Class President, Soccer Captain, Na-
tional Honors Society, Mock Trial, SADD, Track & Field, World Cultures Club, Unified Basket-
ball, cross country, peer tutoring, Above the Influence, Awakening Youth Leader, and We Heart 
Lives.

Special awards/scholarships received: Horatio Alger Association National Scholar, Thomas 
M. Ryan Scholar, Daughters of the American Revolution Good citizen Award, 2022 Brown 
University Book Award, 2022 Rhode Island Civic Leadership Award, 2022 Rhode Island Gen-
eral Treasurer Seth Magaziner’s Young Leader Award, WJAR and Paul Masse’s Student Athlete 
of the Week, Alice Sullivan Award, 2022 Society of Women Engineers Certificate of Achieve-
ment Award, Johnston Mayor and Town Council Scholarship, Students in Government Schol-
arship, a silver on the Spanish Seal of Biliteracy, and the RI Girls Soccer Coaches Association All 
State Award.

Best High School Memory: There are so many fond memories I have of high school, but the 
memories that I will never forget are the daily conversations that I had with other students. I 
really enjoyed listening to their stories, their passions, their complaints, and it has taught me so 
much and inspired me in so many ways. 

Who helped you succeed in High School? SO MANY PEOPLE have helped me succeed in 
high school!! In general, I think everyone has played a role in my success whether you are a 
politician, parent, student, teacher, administrator or even a barista at some of my favorite study 
spots! The impact that we have on each other, supersedes just one person, and my success is a 
direct or indirect accumulation of the love, kindness, and support that so many people have 
shown not just me, but others as well. My parents, my sisters, God, wonderful teachers like Mrs. 
Fresolone, Mrs. Guilmette, Ms. Ruggiero, and my friends have all made me who I am today, 
and I am eternally grateful.

Advice for next year's class: When people say high school flies by, they mean it! Please be 
intentional about thoroughly enjoying the time you have in high school before it all changes. 
Learn from the people and situations and environment that you're in. Take time to explore the 
beauty of life and diverse people that are all around you. Always look at things with a heart of 
gratitude, even if it isn't the best situation. And know that you don't have to be the ultimate best, 
the greatest accomplishment is being the best version of yourself. It would be a shame to spend 
your whole life living somebody else's dream but never your own.   3. 

Wilson 
El Hage

Future Plans (education): Attend the University of Rhode Island majoring in Me-
chanical Engineering

Future Plans (career):  I am undecided but am between joining the air force or the 
workforce after my education

High school activities and any positions held:  National Honors Society, Histori-
an in Tri-M Music Honors Society, Varsity wrestling for 3 years, soccer for 3 years, 
chess club, and ATI.

Special awards/scholarships received: JSMA and the Mayor Town and Council 
Scholarship

Best High School Memory: Performing a song named Tank! by the Seatbelts dur-
ing my senior year at the collage concert we hold at the school where I put together 
a small jazz band to perform the song.

Who helped you succeed in High School? I can't contribute my success to only 
one person but groups of people, my friends who made the experience fun for me 
most of the time and my parents who always pushed me to do better for myself.

Advice for next year's class: School isn't that difficult as long as you put the effort 
in and make some lasting friendships along the way.

4. 
Vincent 
Chan

Future Plans (education): undergraduate at University of Connecticut

Future Plans (career):  data scientist

High school activities and any positions held:  Volleyball, chemistry club, writers 
club, yearbook club

Special awards/scholarships received: Stonehill book award, volleyball division 
iii champ, Rhode Island honor society, Richard Salzillo memorial scholarship, JHS 
excellence in computer science

Best High School Memory: Spending time with my friends

Who helped you succeed in High School? My friends and teachers, Mrs Royer, Ms 
Gada

Advice for next year's class: Don’t fool around during freshmen year and keep 
your head above peer pressures
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5. 
Talia 
Laflamme

Future Plans (education): University of Rhode Island (Pharmacy), 6 Year Doctor-
ate PharmD Program

Future Plans (career): Pharmacist

High school activities and any positions held:  President of  National Honor Soci-
ety, Corresponding Secretary of Student Council, Class Representative for all 4 years 
of high school, Member of SADD and Panthers Cubs clubs, Member of Float Com-
mittee

Sports: Volleyball, Basketball, Indoor and Outdoor Track

Special awards/scholarships received: Salve Regina Book Award, Janice D. Mele 
Memorial Scholarship, Mayor and Town Council Scholarship, Gary V. Mazzie Me-
morial Scholarship, JHS Student Council Scholarship, URI Presidential Scholarship, 
3rd Team All Division for Volleyball

Best High School Memory: Every Float Meeting

Who helped you succeed in High School? My Classmates

Advice for next year's class: If you are going to do a senior prank, wait to do it till 
after graduation.

6. 
Allison 
Benoit

Future Plans (education): Majoring in Mechanical Engineering at Merrimack Col-
lege 

Future Plans (career): Mechanical/Test Engineer 

High school activities and any positions held: Varsity Ice Hockey, Class Council 
Secretary, Above the Influence Student Coordinator, National Honors Society Histo-
rian 

Special awards/scholarships received: Richard D. Sazillo Memorial Scholarship, 
Roger Williams University Book Award, Rhode Island Honors Society 

Best High School Memory: Singing "Take Me Home, Country Roads" and making 
jokes on bus rides back with my hockey teammates after practices and games. 

Who helped you succeed in High School? My teachers helped me protrude fur-
ther into my academic interests and figure out which topics I really enjoyed studying. 
As well as my parents helped me by giving me guidance when necessary, but overall 
letting me develop as my own person. 

Advice for next year's class: Get involved in clubs and sports around the school! 
You can find out more about yourself as a person and find a good group of friends 
to immerse yourself with.

7. 
Emma 
Homenick

8. 
Siera 
Jeetan

9. 
Makayla 
Scuncio

10. 
Derek 
Salvatore

Future Plans (education): Quinnipiac University

Future Plans (career): Lawyer

High school activities and any positions held: Mock Trial (co-captain) and Above the 
Influence (secretary)

Special awards/scholarships received: St. Michael’s Book Award, Johnston Federa-
tion of Teachers Scholarship, Michael E. and Lida M. Contillo Scholarship, The Paul 
and Ann Marie Pursche Scholarship

Best High School Memory: Senior year Mock Trial practice was always fun. We 
would mess around with the characters and create our own storylines and theories. I’ll 
miss everyone.

Who helped you succeed in High School? My teachers, especially Mr. Verardo, Mrs. 
Fresolone, Mr. DiPanni and Mrs. Florio

Advice for next year’s class: Be sure to have fun and make the most of all school 
events. It is easy to get overwhelmed with school work, but it is equally important to 
have a good time and to not let stress get the best of you.

Future Plans (education): University of Connecticut 

Future Plans (career):  Elementary Educator 

High school activities and any positions held:  SADD, National Honors Society, 
Panther Cubs

Special awards/scholarships received: N/A

Best High School Memory: Whitewater Rafting on the senior trip

Who helped you succeed in High School? My parents teachers, and friends 

Advice for next year's class: Always stay true to yourself and follow your heart

Future Plans (education): University of Rhode Island

Future Plans (career):  To become a Registered Dietitian.

High school activities and any positions held: Volleyball Captain, Member of 
SADD, Member of Panther Cubs

Special awards/scholarships received: Richard D. Salzillo Memorial Scholarship 
and The Mayor and Town Council Scholarship

Best High School Memory: Battle Of The Classes

Who helped you succeed in High School? My parents and friends.

Advice for next year's class: Make sure to spend time and go out with your friends 
in high school, because before you know it, your years at JHS will be over!

Future Plans (education): Saint Joseph’s College of Maine
Future Plans (career): Physical Education Teacher

High school activities and any positions held: Varsity Basketball Captain, Varsity 
Baseball Captain, Student Council Representative, SADD member, National Honor 
Society, Unified Basketball Helper, Float Committee 

Special awards/scholarships received: RIIL Student Athlete of The Year Nominee, 
Gary Mazzie Scholarship, Richard Salzillo Memorial Scholarship, Ken Skitt Memorial 
Scholarship, Michael & Lisa Contillo Scholarship, Picerno Family Scholarship, 2nd 
Team All-State Basketball, 1,000 point scorer (Basketball), Aspiring Educators Award, 
Excellence in Physical Education and Health Award, St. Michael’s Book Award, WJAR 
Scholar Athlete Nominee

Best High School Memory: Winning the Division 2 State Championship with my 
basketball team senior year. 

Who helped you succeed in High School? Family and Faith, Teachers, Coaches, and 
Teammates

Advice for next year's class: My advice for next years class is to get involved in your 
school community and do as much as you can in your senior year. Make sure to spend 
the most time you can with your friends because this year will go by the quickest. My 
greatest memories from my high school career were from my senior year, so be sure to 
make it the best.
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A Taste of Italy, Deli & Caffè
Cater your next event with the best of the best

By Jennifer CoAtes

It was said by renowned 
Italian chef Marcella hazen 
that “there is no such thing 
as ‘Italian haute cuisine’ 
because there are no high or 
low roads in Italian cooking. 
All roads lead to the home, 
to las cucina di casa.”

No words could be truer 
than these when describing 
the home cooking of chef 
Jennifer Kaya of Johnston’s 
newest deli and caffe, A 
taste of Italy ~ everything 
tastes as if it came straight 
from your own Nona’s 
kitchen. the great Italian 
classics. traditional 
ingredients, traditional 
recipes, traditional 
techniques, traditional 
spices & seasonings ~ but 
still modern, creative and 
always housemade! Always 
fresh, always vibrant, always 
delicious, always authentic.

One only needs to drive 
down Atwood Avenue to 
find Johnston’s newest 
epicurean delight. Mounted 
on the building, just below 
the American flag, is the 

Italian flag with its signature 
bold red, green and 
white stripes, symbolizing 
freedom, faith and love. For 
longtime friends, business 
partners and now co-
owners Mario Mennella, 
pasquale (pat) palermo 
and Mike giammarco, these 
tenets and their café & deli, 
A taste of Italy, have come 
to represent all that they 
love about Italy ~ it’s people, 
it’s culture, it’s history and 
mostly, it’s cuisine!

A taste of Italy has been 
busy serving hungry diners 
since it officially opened its 
doors on May 1st. today, 
this stunning café and deli 
is a visual showpiece with 
a great “sense of arrival.” 
It is sparkling clean and 
anchored by long display 
cases, chock full of the chef’s 
daily creations including a 
huge variety of prepared 
foods, sandwiches made 
from the highest quality 
of ingredients and Buono 
Bakery’s rolls, fresh salads 
and so much more.

the menu at the deli, all of 
which is available for take-

out or dine-in, is diverse 
and tantalizing. Lately, the 
deli has started serving 
breakfast. tease your 
tastebuds with house-made 
cinnamon rolls, muffins 
and donuts (including 
S’mores, Oreo Cookie, 
Cinnamon toast and M&M 
flavors & toppings!) there 
are many other traditional 
Italian baked goods such 
as their yummy cannolis 
and sfogliatellas ~ perfect 
to linger over with a cup of 
cappuccino or expresso.

A taste of Italy even 
CAtERS! Just give them a 
few weeks’ notice and you 
will be all set. Everything 
on the menu is available for 
catering so you can even 
taste before you buy. What 
a perfect way to celebrate 
any event worth celebrating!

Everything that comes 
from the kitchen of 
Chef Jennifer Kaya is 
praiseworthy. Along with the 
deli’s other hard-working 
staff are Kaya’s daughters 
Bella & gianna, her son 
Vinny as well as other 
family members and lifelong 
friends of the owners ~ it is 
one great big Italian family!

A taste of Italy is found 
at 1302 Atwood Avenue in 
Johnston. the deli is open 
Monday-Friday (8:00am – 
7:00pm), Saturday (9:00am 
– 6:00pm) and Sunday 
(9:00am – 2:00pm). to see 
more of their delicious food, 
follow them on Facebook. 
For more information, call 
401-942-1234.

Check out Johnston’s newest culinary sensation, A taste of italy, an italian deli 
and caffe on Atwood Avenue ~ serving up classic italian dishes and sumptuous 
meals, antipasto trays and desserts, just like these, every single day.

Serving Sandwiches, 
Prepared Foods, Deli Meats 

and Cheeses, Desserts, Coffee 
and Much More!

We also offer catering!

(401) 942-1234
Taste of Italy • Deli & Caffè

1302 Atwood Avenue • Johnston, RI 02919
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Story research 
makes connection

Bracelet
to remember 
Vietnam POW 
Kenneth Goff 

brings people 
together 
after all 

these years 
M

ore than 45 years ago, Patricia Berkheimer, now of 
Virginia, was living in Rhode Island. The Vietnam 
War had been over for only a few short years and 
many wanted to simply move on. Others were not 
so content to turn the page on a story that hadn’t re-

ally ended - the names of absent Vietnam sol-
diers were now added to the more than 81,000 
Americans, from a handful of military con-
fl icts, to be listed as missing in action. 

Students in Los Angeles at that time de-
cided to create an organization which would 
keep the names of the missing and impris-
oned on the front pages and in the forefronts 
of people’s minds. Their organization was 
Voices in Vital America and they launched the 
POW/MIA Bracelet Campaign. Their plan 
was to manufacture and sell bracelets with 
the names and identifying information of the missing engraved upon 
them. Present upon wrists across America, the bracelets would ensure 
that our missing in action and prisoners of war were not simply forgot-
ten about in an effort to move on to better days.

Back 
in the Day

by 
KELLY 

SULLIVAN

�  MIA - PAGE 15
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■ MIA
(Continued from page 14)

While the plan was val-
iant, the celebrities and 
potential funding sources 
the students went to in 
order to spread the word 
and obtain the money for 
materials were not inter-
ested. Finally, the husband 
of their school supervisor 
offered to donate enough 
brass and copper to make 
1,200 bracelets. They sold 
for $2.50 and $3.00 each. 
Before they knew it, over 
10,000 bracelets per day 
were being requested. By 
the time Voices in Vital 
America closed up shop 
in 1976, the names of the 
missing were upon the 
wrists of millions of peo-
ple.

“A friend of mine had 
a bracelet on his wrist 
and he let me wear it for 
a week,” Berkheimer re-
called. “But I couldn’t 
give it up. I said ‘I can’t 
give this back to you.’ I’ve 
had it in my jewelry box 
all these years. I’ve had 
it for over 45 years. The 
name on it is Kenneth B. 
Goff. My intention was al-
ways to get it to one of his 
family members.”

Recently, Berkheimer 
asked her neighbor, June, 
to research the name on-
line. “I was amazed when 
my girlfriend across the 
street found your article,” 
she said. In the summer of 
2019, the Warwick Beacon 
ran an article about Ken-
neth Bradford Goff Jr., the 
son of Kenneth Bradford 

Goff Sr. and Annie (Quig-
ley) of Warwick.

On Aug. 24, 1967, a Bell 
Iroquois Utility Helicop-
ter from the 119th Assault 
Helicopter Company, 
52nd Combat Aviation 
Battalion, 4th Infantry 
Division, was taking part 
in an operation known as 
Paul Revere IV, near the 
Cambodian border. The 
crew, stationed at Pleiku, 
was en route with pas-
sengers to Plei Krong as 
part of a support liaison 
mission. The copter car-
ried Goff and eight other 
individuals.

When the craft became 
caught in a down-draft, it 
suddenly crashed into the 
Krong Bo Lah River. The 
occupants were swept 
downstream. Four, in-
cluding Goff, were never 
found and it was assumed 
they had been taken cap-
tive. Goff, who has been 
declared legally dead, re-
mains missing in action.

After tracking me 
down, Berkheimer asked 
if I might go on to track 
down someone in Goff’s 
family.

I was able to find con-
tact information for a 
brother Leslie and a sister, 
Mrs. Lois Lannon, now of 
Florida. I left a telephone 
message for Lannon and 
hoped for the best. The 
following day, I received 
a soft-spoken message. 
“This is Lois Lannon. 
Please call me back when 
you get a chance. It’s 
about the POW that’s my 
brother.”

I called her back and we 

spoke about Kenneth and 
the bracelet. I provided 
her with Berkheimer’s 
contact information. 
“Thank you for doing 
this,” she replied.

Later that day, I received 
a call from Berkheimer 
who was over the moon. 

“I’m ecstatic,” she said. 
“I called June and said ‘I 
talked to the sister!’ I’m 
going to put her number 
in my cell phone. She’s 
71 years old and she’s so 
nice to talk to. I’m going 
to send the bracelet off to 

her. And I’m going to get 
a card and send it to her. 
June’s going to write what 
I want to say.”

“Thank you so much for 
this,” Berkheimer echoed 
Lannon’s words.

The gratitude, however, 
is mine. What an honor 
it has been to connect the 
girl who once wore the 
name of a hero on her 
wrist with the sister of that 
hero. And how fulfilling 
to know that Goff’s name 
and memory are still on 
people’s lips. As long as 

the POW/MIA bracelets 
exist, that last page of 
Vietnam will never turn - 
that unfinished story will 

remain unfinished, as it 
should until everyone is 
accounted for.

By Don Fowler

“Hello, Don. Johnny Mathis here.”
That smooth, sublime voice I so vividly 

remember from all the way back to the 
seventies was calling from California to 
talk about his September 23 concert at the 
Providence Performing Arts Center.

“I love Providence,” there’s noth-
ing I don’t like about Rhode Island,’ the 
87-year-old singer who has performed 
and lived all over the world said.

We reminisced about his appearances 
at the Warwick Musical Theatre and 
his friendship with Buster Bonoff, who 
booked and befriended him, had a chair 
at the Golden Lantern restaurant in War-
wick with his name on it, and played golf 
with him before his concerts. Mathis has 
made seven holes in one over his many 
years on the golf course.

“My dad sang, and when I was very 
young, he taught me how to sing,” John-
ny said. “I have the nicest memories of 
my dad.”

Johnny grew up in Texas, one of seven 
children.

Johnny’s memories revolved around 
people he had met and places he had vis-
ited all over the world.

“Whenever I was in New England, I 
would get together with Bill Russell. He 
was a big part of my life.”

“I have been so fortunate to have trav-
eled all over the world. I’ve also lived for 
a time in Germany, Italy and Spain. They 
know my music all over Europe.”

“I’m flattered that so many performers 
have recorded my music.”

Mathis will perform at the Providence 
Performing Arts Center on September 
23 at 8:00 p.m. after flying around the 

country, bringing his music to people in 
California, New York, Tennessee, North 
Carolina, Pennsylvania, Georgia and Il-

linois. While usually performing with a 
full orchestra, he has four musicians who 
always travel with him.

Mathis still loves to perform, spacing 
out his appearances and keeping in shape 
by going to the gym and exercising 45 
minutes every day.

“I’ve always been an athlete. It’s al-
ways been a big part of my life. I held 
some records in the high jump. Singing is 
like athletics. You must prepare and stay 
in good shape.”

Mathis signed with Columbia records 
when he was 18 years old and has always 
stayed with them. He has had 73 albums 
on the Billboard charts, making him the 
3rd best-selling artist ever, with over 360 
million records sold.

I’ll be there to see this incredible man 
who is in his 67th year of recording music 
and performing it around the world.

“Chances Are” his music was playing 
when Joyce and I were parking at West 
Hill Pond. I still get “Misty” reminiscing 
about those days and the “Wonderful, 
Wonderful” songs of Johnny Mathis.

“It’s Not For Me To Say”, but to me, his 
music will also be at the top of the charts.

As an octogenarian, Johnny Mathis is 
aware that young people are listening 
to different music today than songs like 
“Misty”, “Chances Are” and” It’s Not For 
Me To Say”.

“Most people (At my concerts) are 
pretty well along in age, but I do see some 
younger people in the audience,” he said.

Tickets prices are between $39 and $129. 
All ticket prices include a $4 per ticket res-
toration charge. Call 421-ARTS.

Johnny Mathis—still 
performing at 87

Note Corrected Date!

MATHIS
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JLL seniors go back-to-back

Diggs takes 
over as JHS 
girls hoops coach

NEW COACH: Pictured 
at left is the new 
Johnston High School 
girls basketball coach 
Jhamal Diggs, who 
arrives after a successful 
stint at Cranston East 
where he was key in the 
Bolts’ turnaround. 
(Submitted photo)

By ALEX SPONSELLER

Johnston High School made a noteworthy hire official 
this week when it signed former Cranston East girls 
basketball coach Jhamal Diggs as its new girls hoops 
coach for next season. 

Diggs became one of the top coaches in the state after 
three successful seasons with the Bolts from 2019-2021. 
Diggs took over the East program as one of the young-
est coaches in Rhode Island and immediately made his 
presence felt as the team would reach the open state 
tournament and the Division II playoffs in consecutive 
seasons. Diggs garnered Coach of the Year honors and 
went on to be an assistant coach at Rhode Island Col-
lege in 2022-23.

Diggs is excited to return to the high school scene and 
immerse himself in the Johnston community.

“Johnston is well-known for its great basketball com-
DIGGS - PAGE 17■

JLL - PAGE 17■

By PETE FONTAINE

Bangor, Maine or bust!
That’s the scenario for 

the Johnston Little 
League’s Senior Division 
All-Star team that last 
week swept a best-of-three 
series vs. Elmwood and 
last night began a bid for 
the state championship 
and berth in the annual 
Eastern Regionals in Ban-
gor, Maine.

Weather permitting, 
Johnston was set to play 
Burrillville, the District 4 
champ, last night at famed 
Renaud Field in Woon-
socket in Game 1 of the 
double elimination state 
finals with Game 2 tonight. 
If victorious, Manager 
Gary Gianna’s talented 
squad would then face the 
Pineview-South Kings-
town winner for the state 
title and berth in the pres-
tigious regionals.

The Johnston Senior 
League All-Stars are made 
up of players ages 15-16 
and combined superb 
pitching and errorless de-
fense and beat Elmwood 
in two games, 3-2 and 2-1, 
via walk off fashion to lock 
up a second straight dis-
trict title. TALENTED TROUPE: Members of the Johnston Little League Senior Division All-Star team celebrate their second straight District Champion-

ship after sweeping Elmwood in two straight games and gaining a berth in this week’s state title series vs. Burrillville. (Submitted photo)
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Keeping with my Fourth of July tradition
Last Fourth of July, I 

wrote my column on 
how I don’t believe 

that competitive eating is an 
actual sport, referring to the 
annual Nathan’s Hot Dog 
Eating contest on Coney Is-
land. I stand by that take.

This year’s take will be a 
little hotter. NASCAR and 
all forms of auto racing are 
not a sport. There, I said it.

Is driving a racecar im-
pressive? Does it involve a 
tremendous amount of skill, 
talent, experience, dedica-
tion? Are these races some 
of the most thrilling, action-
packed events in the world? 
The answer to all of those 
questions is a resounding 
yes. 

The question at hand, 
though, is racing a sport? 
No, it is not.

What classifies something 
as a sport in my opinion? I 
wish the answer(s) were 
black and white but unfor-
tunately they are not.

Here are some of the com-
mon questions I hear when 
people discuss this topic 
and my own thoughts on 
them:

Does there need to be a 
ball: No. Look at cross coun-
try and track. Running and 
sprinting has nothing to do 
with a ball or puck, but it is 
without question a sport. 
Swimming, gymnastics, 

same thing.
Does there need to be a 

team: Absolutely not. There 
are plenty of individual 
games that I consider to be 
sports. Golf and tennis are 
the first that come to mind.

Does the game have to be 
totally physical: Well, duh. 
When you really get down 
to the nitty gritty, everything 
we do in life is physical. 
Breathing is a physical activ-
ity. There are really no 
games that totally lack phys-
ical exertion of some sort.

I am sure you are asking, 
what is this guy getting at? 
What I am trying to explain 
is that auto racing is not a 
sport but I can’t articulate 
why, it just isn’t.

Here is my attempt to ex-
plain my thoughts on this. 

Ultimately, my biggest 
hang up with this topic is 
that the car is doing the 
work. The driver is operat-
ing the car, yes, but this is 
not like a marathon where 
you are putting your whole 
body through a grueling, 
athletic process. Again, driv-
ing a racecar takes tremen-
dous skill, but so does just 
about anything that is being 
performed at the highest 
level.

That is why I don’t really 
consider horse racing a 
sport, either. Being a jockey 
on a race horse is also an-

other incredible skill to pos-
sess, especially if you master 
it. Do I consider jockeys to 
be athletes, though? No.

You can take performing 
arts as an example as well. 
We see high school and col-
lege ensemble bands have 
competitions all the time. 
Playing instruments and 
performing in front of a 
packed house is an amazing 
feat. We call those perform-
ers musicians, though, not 
athletes. They are participat-
ing in a physical activity that 
requires talent and training, 
but we recognize that it is 
not a sport being played.

When it comes to auto 
racing, I will give you a foil 
to my point that “the car is 
doing the work.”

Look at golf. The clubs are 
making the contact and the 
golfer is simply operating 
his clubs. It takes precision 

and hand-eye coordination 
to be a successful golfer but 
so does being a racecar driv-
er.

Once again, golf is a sport, 
auto racing is not. 

The reason why this is an 
unpopular opinion is that 
over the course of the past 
century, auto racing has 
grown into one of the 
world’s most beloved 
“sports” and is widely con-
sidered to be an athletic 
game. I just can’t get on 
board with it. I refuse, even 
if there are valid points 
working against me. 

I am excited about this 
new tradition. Every Fourth 
of July I will argue what is 
and is not a sport even if I do 
not have true criteria to base 
it on. 

There was a notable coach 
hiring in the Beacon Com-
munications coverage area 
and that is Johnston hiring 
former Cranston East girls 
basketball coach Jhamal 
Diggs to take over the pro-
gram.

This is a fascinating hire 
on so many levels and for 
both teams.

The Panthers dropped 
down to Division IV last 
season and made the play-
offs. It is a rebuilding team 
that is trying to find sus-
tained success after some up 
and down years recently. 
There is perhaps no better 
coach that it could have 
hired than Diggs, who com-
pletely revitalized the East 
program as one of the 
youngest coaches in the 

state.
Diggs has done it before 

so I have no doubt that he 
will be able to do it again, 
especially after the Panthers 
tasted some success last sea-
son. Expect big things from 
the Panthers next winter.

As for the Bolts, it will be 
interesting, for sure. Diggs 
built the program up to be 
one of the most consistent 
clubs in the state and one 
that had a true identity. A 
tough, gritty team.

The Bolts graduated a 
handful of seniors so unfor-
tunately, it looks like a total 
reset will take place. We will 
see who East hires on its end 
to fill the void, but we have 
seen what quality coaching 
can do for a program at the 
high school level. 

My pitch

by 
Alex 

Sponseller
Sports Editor

alexs@
rhodybeat.com

munity,” said Diggs. “It was something that I 
sat back and thought on for a bit and I 
thought, ‘Why not?’ Why not help a program 
that needs help rebuilding, why not be part of 
something that will be great in the future?”

The Panthers dropped to Division IV last 
season and reached the playoffs. Although 
Johnston had a solid year in its new division, 
the team is still looking to rebuild its roster 
and find long-term success after some up and 
down years.

“I’ve been through it before, I know what it 
takes, I understand what I need to do. I’m 
more excited than anything. I know it’s going 
to be hard, but I’m just excited to get to work 
with a new group of athletes,” said Diggs. 
“I’ve coached against (Johnston) so I am fa-
miliar with them from that aspect, they 
graduated two starters but everyone else is 

coming back. I know them pretty well but 
personality-wise it will take some time. I 
think it’s a group that can surprise a lot of 
people. It will take some time, but they can 
make things happen.”

One key player in the mix will be rising 
sophomore Bella Gesualdi, who enjoyed a 
breakout campaign last season and has been 
coached by Diggs at the AAU level.

“That’s someone who I’m looking to have 
an impact right away,” said Diggs.

Diggs is looking to use his experience at 
East to help him hit the ground running in his 
new home, and he believes that the Panthers 
have what it takes to find success next winter.

“It’s another opportunity to help kids in 
the community reach their goal. That’s what 
I take pride in. When I got to East, that’s what 
I wanted to do. Help kids achieve their goals 
and work together. That’s what I want to do 
with this opportunity,” said Diggs. “Help 
these kids believe in each other and be better 
basketball players.”

■ Diggs
(Continued from page 16)

Said Rianna: “The boys 
played hard from top to bot-
tom, and I am very proud of 
this team and how they 
don’t get down on them-
selves and play unselfishly; 
it’s impressive how they 
support each other on-and-
off the field.”

Winning titles, though, is 
nothing new for the John-
ston Junior/Senior League 
All-Stars who have won five 
district titles and two state 
championships in the past 
six seasons. 

 “I’ve been fortunate to 
have great players with sup-
portive parents,” Rianna, 
who has been part of four 
district title teams and two 
state championships, want-
ed it known. “I’ve also been 
associated with dedicated 
coaches who help put this all 
together … we don’t have 
this kind of success without 
all of them.”

Johnston won Game One, 
3-2, in eight innings.

Manny Rios had a strong 

pitching performance going 
5 1/3 innings while Jacob 
Petit came in relief and 
hurled 2 2/3 scoreless in-
nings.    

The offense was limited 
for both teams throughout 
the game with Johnston 
jumping out to a 2-0 lead 
only to have Elmwood 
bounce back in the fifth to 
not the score at 2-2.

In the bottom of the eighth 
Johnston loaded the bases 
and Nick Testa hit a chopper 
to shortstop that enabled 
Nick D’Qilla to take off from 
third base and thus beat the 
throw to home for the game 
winning run.

Meanwhile, Rianna said 
later: “Our kids played great 
defense. We preached to 
them from Day One that de-
fense wins games. I’m proud 
of the way they played to-
night.”

In Game Two, Elmwood 
led 1-0 through four innings 
but Johnston tied it a 1-1 
when Ronnie Vento came 
racing on after tagging up 
from third courtesy of Matt 
Clements’ sacrifice fly to 
center field.

After a rain delay, key de-
fense by Jaylin Adams and 
catcher Dean Paris prevent-
ed an Elmwood score. Later 
with two outs and Adamo at 
second base, Paris slapped a 
screaming down the right 
field line that sent Adamo 
racing home with another 
game-winning fun and the 
District Championship.

Many Rios once again 
provided a strong pitching 
performance through 7 2/3 
innings while Logan Martins 
came in for relief for 1 1/3 
innings of what Rianna 
called “tremendous relief 
that also led to the win.”

The players who hope to 
bring the state title home are 
Loan Martins, Paul Scorpio, 
Domenic Corona, Dean Par-
is, Matt Clements, Nick 
D’Aquila, Brandon Simonel-
li, Manny Rios, Nick Testa, 
Anthony Vendetti, Matt 
Jones, Ron Vento,

Jacob Petit and Jaylin Ad-
ams. 

Rianna’s coaching staff in-
cludes Johnston Town Coun-
cilman Bob Civetti, Erik 
Martins and Chris Civetti.

■ JLL
(Cont. from page 16)
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 for more information

By CAPT. DAVE MONTI

NOAA’s Northeast Fisheries Science 
Center, Woods Hole, MA and the Uni-
versity of Rhode Island (URI) have 
signed a five-year formal partnership 
agreement to research how offshore 
wind energy development will affect 
marine ecosystems and the people 
who live near, or work on, the ocean.

“Our science center and URI bring a 
deep bench of scientific expertise and 
experience in oceanography, marine 
life, fisheries, and coastal communi-
ties,” said Jon Hare, who leads the 
center. “I am delighted about this op-
portunity to leverage our capabilities 
to better understand the interactions 
between offshore wind development 
and marine ecosystems.”

For additional information about the 
partnership visit Wind Energy Part-
nership NOAA URI | NOAA Fisher-
ies.

Hex Hatch Fly Tying Program, 
Thursday, July 6

At press time there were still slots 
open for the RI Department of Envi-
ronmental Management (DEM) Aquat-
ic Resource Education Program annual 
“Hex hatch” fly fishing and tying ses-
sion.  The program takes place Thurs-
day, July 6, 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at DEM’s 
Acadia Management Area campus at 
the E. Huntee Fish and Wildlife Edu-
cation Center.  

Vis i t  https ://docs.google .
com/.../1FAIpQLSdqVVs.. ./view-
form... for directions and registration.

Fly fishing anglers flock to the Wood 
River in Rhode Island for the annual 
Hexagenia Limbata hatch, Rhode Is-
land’s largest mayfly. Fly instructor Ed 
Lombardo will talk about the Hex 
Hatch, where to go, how to fish it and 
the recommended fly fishing set up. 
The program will include an opportu-
nity to tie several flies that have been 
successful over the years. There is no 
cost for the program.  

For information contact kimberly.
sullivan@dem.ri.gov or call 401-330-
0634.

Where’s the bite?
Striped bass and bluefish. “The bass 

bite is very slow in the Bay but cus-
tomers are catching some bluefish.  
Those traveling out in front of New-
port are catching large fish, over the 
slot limit,” said John Littlefield of Ar-
chie’s Bait & Tackle, Riverside.  

Jeff Sullivan of Lucky Bait & Tackle, 
Warren, said, “Fishing for striped bass 
has not been this good in years.  The 

bass had been feeding on the large 
amount of sand ells we have had 
around for the past couple of weeks 
now things are moving to more of a 
normal summer pattern with ells 
working for anglers out in front (of 
Newport) early morning with an ex-
cellent bite with eels at night. You can 
catch them in the day too but the fish 
are deeper as the sun heats things up. 
The outgoing tide seems to be working 
better lately.”  

AJ and Tony Lombardo caught mul-
tiple bluefish in the mid 30-inch range 
trolling tube and work off Popasquash 
Point, Bristol.  

“Eels are working well for custom-
ers fishing for bass off Newport.  The 
photos of fish I have seen are of some 
very large fish.” said Tom Giddings of 
Tackle Box, Warwick.  

East End Eddie Doherty, Cape Cod 
Canal fishing expert and author said, 
“Abundant schools of mackerel, sil-
versides, squid and other predator 
preferences are creating a bass buffet 
in the Big Ditch. Three 30 pounders 
were caught in the same area during a 
prolonged surface bite.” 

Declan O’Donnell of Breachway Bait 

& Tackle, Charlestown, said, “Striped 
bass and bluefish are around in good 
numbers with catches reported from 
the Breachway, back in the salt pond 
and off of the beaches. School bass 
have been found chasing bait at the 
surface along the south shore both in 
the morning and evening. Bigger bass 
coming from trolling sand eel umbrel-
la rigs or fishing live bait on the bot-
tom.”

Bottom fishing for fluke (summer 
flounder), scup, weakfish (squeteague) 
and black sea bass. Giddings of the 
Tackle Box, said, “The weakfish bite 
has started off Warwick Light with 
some fluke being caught there and at 
Rocky Point the scup bite is outstand-
ing.”  

“The fluke bite has been good at the 
Newport Bridge, in front from New-
port all the way to the Sakonnet River.  
Last week we found 15 to 18 pound 
bluefish on top with fluke under them 
feeding on sand eels.  So the bite has 
been very good,” said Sullivan of 
Lucky Bait & Tackle.  

O’Donnell of Breachway Bait & 
Tackle, said, “Keeper fluke are being 
found in 40 feet of water off the beach-
es. The fluke fishing isn’t red hot but 
most everyone that has been putting 
in their time is finding a few keepers. 
Try sticking tight to structure when 
fishing local that has been the key to 
finding both fluke and seabass. The 
primary bait all fish are feeding on 
seems to be sand eels. There are some 

black sea bass around but they aren’t 
thick yet. Scup fishing has been excel-
lent with solid catches reported from 
shore and boat.”  

Littlefield of Archie’s Bait & Tackle, 
said, “Scup fishing has been good at 
Colt State Park with some fluke being 
caught from Warwick Light to Semi-
nary Cover area.”  

“The bluefin tuna bite continues to 
improve with fish being caught south-
west of the Dump,” said Sullivan of 
Lucky Bait & Tackle. Angler Greg Ves-
pe said on the RISAA blog, “We were 
out there on Thursday …  seven for 
ten on bluefin tuna, five smalls, two 
mediums … and one mako shark bite 
off. All on the troll.”

“Freshwater fishing for largemouth 
bass is in spawn or post spawn de-
pending on the pond you are fishing 
in.  Frogs and larger lures in the six to 
seven inch range all seem to be work-
ing,” said Jeff Sullivan of Lucky Bait & 
Tackle. Tom Giddings of the Tackle 
Box said, “Shiners and a variety of top 
water lures are working best for cus-
tomers fishing for largemouth bass.”

Dave Monti holds a captain’s master 
license and charter fishing license. He 
serves on a variety of boards and commis-
sions and has a consulting business focus-
ing on clean oceans, habitat preservation, 
conservation, renewable energy, and fish-
eries related issues and clients. Forward 
fishing news and photos to dmontifish@
verison.net or visit www.noflukefishing.
com.

NOAA/URI agree to explore effects of offshore wind energy 

BIG BLUES IN THE BAY: Tony Lombardo and grandson AJ (in photo) boated four large bluefish Saturday at the shipping 
channel off Popasquash Point, Bristol. (Submitted photos)

STRIPERS GOING FOR EELS: Jeff Sullivan, of Lucky Bait & Tackle and ArchAngel 
Fishing Charters, with a striped bass caught off Brenton Reef, Newport.
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Ryan’s Landscape
Construction

Maintenance
Mulch Renovations

Trees and Shrubs Planted 
401-738-5139

Electrical

Home Improvements

Valco Electric
Residential Specialist
Electrical Upgrades

Trouble Shooting & Repairs
Prompt & Courteous Service

401-921-3143
Lic. #A3990  AmEx/Disc/MC/Visa  Insured

Weatherproof
Home Improvement

Interior/Exterior Painting
Roofing • Siding • Gutters • Decks

Dennis
732-9218   Reg. #31803

John’s Construction 
Handyman Services

Painting  ●   Windows
Carpentry  
942-1729

15% OFF next project with ad. 
Reg. #24655   ~     Insured

Handyman

Rubbish Removal

Summer Cleanups
House - Cellars - Yards 

Garages - Moving?
Anything hauled away, some for FREE!

30 yrs. - Reliable Service! 
741-2781 Lic. #37379 - Insured  

Plastering

Harold Greco Jr.
Plaster Perfection

ALL Small Repair Specialist
Emergency Water Damage Repairs
Historic Restorations

Painting
Senior, Veterans & Cash Discounts

Integrity & Passion
ALL MAINTENANCE

 Reg. #4114  ★     Member BBB  ★     Est. 1946

Call now! 738-0369 

Painting

Oil Tank Removal

Why wait for your oil tank to leak?
Old oil tanks removed
Licensed RI Waste Transporter

Drum Disposal
Newton B. Washburn, LLC.
Insured ●  Reg. #27176 ●  #RI877

401-647-9606

Warwick 
Seamless Gutters

Gutter installation on 
new and existing homes
Cut and drop service available 

at your home or project
Leaf guards & gutter cleaning

Call Mike 
401-265-1570

Gutters

Steven G. RuhLe 
PaintinG

Interior & Exterior
Small Exteriors

Neat, Clean Workmanship
639-0967

Free Estimates
Reg. 12067 - Insured

EAST COAST 
WOOD FLOORS
Installed • Sand

 Finish • Refinish
Insured • Senior Discounts

Cell 265-3644
 Reg. #15124

Flooring

E.W. FLAGG
Plumbing & Heating

New & Old
Installations • Repairs

Water Heaters
Commercial & Residential

739-6155    MP #01896

DAVIDSON’S
PLUMBING & HEATING

Water Heaters
Free Estimates

Remodeling ❖ Repairs
New Construction

MP #1696 737-4679 MPF #6470

CEMENT
MASONRY WORK
Chimneys ❖ Floors ❖ Patios

Driveways ❖ Steps ❖ Walkways
Repairs ❖ Free Estimates  
Ron 397-1891
Cell 639-2942
Reg. #6326  Licensed & Bonded   

Masonry

Plumbing & Heating

Business 
ServiceS

t & t Painting
25 years in Business

Interior and Exterior Painting

Power Washing
Deck Refinishing
Carpentry Repairs
Reasonable Rates
Free Estimates

Neat. Clean. Organized
Insured  - Reg. #3469

401-944-0336

Reilly Fence Inc.
Professional installations of
Vinyl •  Wood •  Aluminum 

Chainlink  Fences
Insured -  Free Estimates

Call & book an appt. today!
228-3647 Reg. #40392   

Fencing

Landscaping

Business ServiceS
DEaDlInE:

 Monday 10 aM

DECKS/SHEDS
Power-Washing

Restaining • Refinishing
Carpentry Repairs

Free Written Estimates
Insured – Reg. #3469

401-944-0336

Deck & Shed
Maintenance

CONFREDA FARMS
Fertile Farm Loam

Screened to ½ inch
Mulch • 50/50 Mix

Raw Compost 
Processed Gravel

737-7662 • 827-5000

Landscape Materials

C & J Painting
Interior/Exterior
Powerwashing

Free Estimates
Jason     ●      Craig

378-8525  ●  743-2554
Reg. #22833                 Insured              

Painting

Liberty House
Junk Removal, Inc. 
We remove all content from cellars.

One room or entire house.
We remove sheds. 

15 years of reliable service.
Reg. #2983 & Insured

401-286-0505

PaintingBean bags for bucks
OBVF to host 
charity corn 
hole tourney

By PETE FONTAINE
     
Bean bags for bucks!
Perhaps that could be an appro-

priate title for what promises to be 
one of the most interesting – and 
important – fundraisers in the 
100-year-old plus storied history of 
the Oakland Beach Volunteer Fire-
men’s Club in Warwick.

On Saturday July 15, beginning at 
12 noon, teams of two players each 
will compete for top honors in the 
OBVF’s first-ever Cornhole Charity 
Tournament that organizers hope 
will boost the coffers of the highly 
acclaimed Gianna Cirella Memorial 
Fund and Pancreatic Cancer Action 
Network.

The unique event was scheduled 
for June 17 but was postponed due 
to rain because the tournament will 
be played outside on the OBVF pa-
tio that’s located alongside the Fire 
Barn’s popular tiki bar.

“The rainout may work to our 
advantage,” offered Bob “Bubba” 

Hazelwood, who is coordinating 
the event and has headed the Club’s 
now 4-year-old Wednesday Night 
Cornhole League that’s played for 
eight weeks. “There’s lots of interest 
in the tournament and it is open to 
the public.”

Anyone that would like to enter a 
team should stop by the OBVF 
that’s located on Oakland Beach 
Avenue in Warwick or call (401) 
737-4786 or Hazelwood at (401) 499-
2746. The entrance fee is $75 for 
each two-player team.

For non-players who’d like to 
contribute to the Cirella Foundation 
or PANCAN Purple Stride – or en-
joy the Fire Barn’s camaraderie – 
there will be a BBQ chicken dinner 
for just $15 per person.

Meanwhile, Hazelwood said the 
tourney will feature 12 boards and 
two players from each team who 
will toss the “baggo” with the duo 
reaching 21 first winning the match. 
The tourney will be double elimina-
tion and if a team loses one round, 
they can still win the championship.

Hazelwood also wanted it known 
that long-time OBVF members and 
friends John “Diggs” DeGaetano 
and Gianna’s father Stanley “Skip” 
Cirella, - former Deputy Police 
Chief in East Greenwich - are also 
organizing the special event along 

with Gianna’s mom Sara (Donovan) 
Cirella.

So, on Saturday, July 15, the theme 
will be “Gianna Strong” and orga-
nizers are hoping for sunny skies 
and record donations.

“This will be a terrific tribute to 
Gianna,” several Fire Barn members 
offered. “Let’s hope for a super suc-
cessful sports and social event that 
will help support the Gianna Me-
morial Fund.”

Since its inception, the fund has 
also benefited college scholarships 
for Toll Gate High college-bound 
seniors in Gianna’s memory and 
has – in addition to many important 
non-profits – provided education 
and valuable assistance for families 
who have also lost their children to 
Sepsis.

The late Gianna Cirella, whose 
sister Cassie is also a committee 
member, was diagnosed with a sore 
throat back on Oct. 13, 2017, and 
lost her courageous battle with a 
rare blood disease known as Sepsis 
on Nov. 1, 2017.

Thus, it will be “Gianna Strong” 
on July 15 and as Hazelwood noted 
last week: “hopefully old man 
weather will cooperate so Gianna 
will be looking down on us smiling 
as we remember her with this 
mighty memorial tournament.”

BUBBA’S BUDDIES: Kim Hazelwood (left), her husband Bob Hazelwood, Dawn Laplume enjoy a lighter mo-
ment with Victory Bica (right) during last week’s corn hole league play at the Oakland Beach Firemen’s Club in 
Warwick. (Warwick Beacon photo by Pete Fontaine)

FRIENDLY FOES: Among those people who enjoy the Oakland Beach Firemen’s Club weekly corn hole night 
are Dan Pietrantonio, DJ Kowalik, David Kowalik and Pat Courtemanche, who are also looking forward to the 
unique July 15 benefit tournament.
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Get the word out...
Advertise Your
YARD SALE
Call 732-3100

(Yard Sale Ads Must Be Pre-Paid)

Houses Wanted

WE BUY HOUSES:  Any condi-
tion!! Quick sale!!  House needs 
work?  We don’t mind.  Call 401-
595-8703.

Antiques/Collectibles

We buy antique/old Oriental rugs 
in any condition. Call Bill Trem-
blay: 401-500-2758.

Sea Ray-18.5 ft. A bow rider. 
Bought new. Like new. Low 
hours, with trailer. Garaged in 
winter. Always trailered. $9,000.  
401-837-2477.

Boats/Motors

Dina’s Cleaning Service: Pro-
fessional and reliable cleaning. 
Residential and commercial. 20 
years in business. References 
available. Owner, Dina: 401-580-
3830.

Cleaning Services

Yard Sales

Moving. Yard sale: 10 Meadow-
brook Dr., Johnston. Sunday, 
July 9, from 8am - 2pm.

RVs/Campers For Sale

2003 ITASCA SUNRISE 34D 
Motor Home on a 2002 Chas-
sis: 39,000 Miles, new tires, very 
good condition. Cruise control, 
2 bump outs, 2 new fl at screen 
TV’s, double sink, queen bed 
with new mattress. Original cost 
$107,000. Asking $25,000 OBO. 
Call 401-439-0859

FULL TIME AUTOMOTIVE 
TECHNICIAN: Must supply 
own tools and valid Driver’s Li-
cense. Must have experience. 
40 Hours/week, Monday-Friday. 
Pay based on experience and 
certifi cations. Location in East 
Greenwich. 401-885-8220.

Houses For Rent

23 CROSSLAND ROAD, West 
Warwick: 2 Bed, 1 bath, Dining 
Room, parlor, basement. Nice 
area, good size yard. No utili-
ties. Section 8 accepted. Avail-
able August 1. $1800/month. 
862-1157, 8AM-1PM. Serious 
inquiries only.

Help Wanted

CLEANERS: 1st & 2nd Shift, 20-
25 hours per week, Monday-Sat-
urday. $15/hour. Must have valid 
Driver’s License, reliable vehicle 
and clean BCI. Great job for retir-
ees! Call Joe, 401-258-9648.

Carpet Cleaning Technician/
Trainees: $700+/Week. Valid 
Driver’s License. BCI required. 
Call Joe, 401-258-9648.

Hygienist: Cranston. Tues, 
Thurs or both, 8am - 5pm. Sal-
ary determined with experience. 
Call:  401-942-5252.

Help Wanted

Save Time.
Save Money.

RING
RHODE ISLAND NEWSPAPER GROUP

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING

Statewide
Coverage

HIRING • SELLING • BUYING

Help Wanted
Real Estate

Autos
Items For Sale

Call 732-3100

R E A C H  OV E R  1 2 5 , 0 0 0  H O M E S
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Protecting 
Yourself 
Against 

Skin Cancer 
This Summer
Skin cancer is a serious and poten-

tially life-threatening disease that af-
fects millions of people worldwide. It 
is the most common form of cancer in 
the United States, with over 5 million 
cases diagnosed each year. Skin can-
cer can be caused by a variety of fac-
tors, including genetics, sun exposure, 
and lifestyle choices. Understanding 
the different types of skin cancer and 
their causes is crucial to preventing 
and treating this disease.

There are three main types of skin 
cancer: basal cell carcinoma, squa-
mous cell carcinoma, and melanoma. 

Basal cell carcinoma is the most 
common type of skin cancer and usu-
ally appears as a small, shiny bump 
or a patch of skin that is red, pale, or 
pearly. 

Squamous cell carcinoma often 
looks like a wart or a scaly patch of 
skin, and it can grow quickly and be-
come painful. Melanoma is the most 
dangerous type of skin cancer, and it 
can appear as a mole or a dark spot on 
the skin.

The primary cause of skin cancer is 
exposure to ultraviolet (UV) radiation 
from the sun or tanning beds. UV ra-
diation can damage the DNA in skin 
cells, leading to mutations that can 
cause cancer. People with fair skin, 
light eyes, and blond or red hair are 
more likely to develop skin cancer 
than those with darker skin tones. 
Other risk factors for skin cancer in-
clude a family history of the disease, a 
weakened immune system, and expo-
sure to certain chemicals.

Preventing skin cancer starts with 
protecting your skin from the sun. 

This means wearing protective cloth-
ing, such as hats and long-sleeved 
shirts, and using sunscreen with an 
SPF of at least 30. It's also important 
to avoid tanning beds, as they can 
expose you to high levels of UV ra-
diation. If you spend a lot of time out-
doors, it's a good idea to schedule reg-
ular skin checks with your healthcare 
provider to monitor for any changes 
or abnormalities.

If you do develop skin cancer, early 
detection is key to successful treat-
ment. Treatment options for skin 
cancer depend on the type and stage 
of the cancer, as well as your overall 
health. For early-stage skin cancer, 
treatment may involve surgery to re-
move the cancerous cells. In some 
cases, radiation therapy or topical 
treatments may be used. For advanced 
skin cancer, chemotherapy or targeted 
therapy may be necessary.

It's important to note that even if 
you have been treated for skin can-
cer, you still need to be vigilant about 

protecting your skin from the sun and 
scheduling regular check-ups with 
your healthcare provider. Once you 
have had skin cancer, you are at a 
higher risk of developing it again in 
the future.

In addition to protecting your skin 
from the sun, there are other steps you 
can take to reduce your risk of devel-
oping skin cancer. These include:

 
• Avoiding smoking and excessive 

alcohol consumption
• Eating a healthy diet that is rich in 

fruits and vegetables
• Staying physically active and 

maintaining a healthy weight
• Managing stress levels and getting 

enough sleep
• Avoiding exposure to harmful 

chemicals and pollutants
 
In conclusion, skin cancer is a seri-

ous disease that requires appropriate 
physical and follow-up care. Under-
standing the different types of skin 
cancer and their causes is key to pre-
venting and treating this disease. Pro-
tecting your skin from the sun, sched-
uling regular check-ups with your 
healthcare provider, and taking steps 
to reduce your overall risk of cancer 
are all important steps to take to en-
sure your skin health. Remember, ear-
ly detection and treatment is critical to 
successful outcomes, so don't delay in 
seeking medical attention if you no-
tice any changes or abnormalities in 
your skin.

To learn more, please visit: 
https://www.kentri.org/services/

dermatology

Staying 
Healthy

by 
JINEN THAKKAR, MD

HOSPITALIST

KENT HOSPITAL

Sports Medicine at Ortho Rhode Island 

YOUR COMEBACK 
STARTS HERE.

401.777.7000   |   orthopedicsri/sportsmed.com

Our orthopedic surgeons, primary care sports 
medicine physicians, physical therapists, and athletic 
trainers help people of all ages and skill levels return 

to activity, from keeping up with the grandkids to 
competitive sports.

We’re honored to serve as:

Official Orthopedic Partner of 
Rhode Island Interscholastic League
Official Team Orthopedics and Sports Medicine
Providers for the University of Rhode Island
Orthopedic care providers for 
Johnson & Wales University
Proud partners of Providence College Athletics

Ortho Rhode Island | Sports Medicine

You don’t have to be an elite athlete to understand the 
negative impact an orthopedic injury or condition can have 
on your favorite activities. From weekend pickleball play-
ers to avid gardeners to high school and college student-
athletes, the sports medicine specialists at Ortho Rhode 
Island care for active people of all ages, interests, and abil-
ity levels to help get them back to doing what they love.

Ortho Rhode Island’s sports medicine team is comprised 
of fellowship-trained orthopedic surgeons and primary care 
physicians, physical therapists, and athletic trainers. These 
specialists collaborate to provide state-of-the-art care 
focused on the treatment, prevention, and rehabilitation of 
injuries and conditions related to sports, physical fitness, 
and exercise.

Our multidisciplinary approach allows our providers to 
create individualized care plans that are tailored to your 
activity goals, and to utilize leading-edge treatments, from 
the latest techniques in physical therapy to other nonsurgi-
cal therapies like platelet-rich plasma injections with Ortho 
RI Biologics.

And while we are dedicated to helping a wide range of 
sports medicine patients – including active people seeking 
improved exercise performance, individuals returning to 
full function from non-sports injuries, and people with dis-
abilities trying to increase mobility – our team is also com-
mitted to the health of our local student-athletes. We’re 
honored to serve as the Official Orthopedic Partner of 
Rhode Island Interscholastic League, the Official Team 
Orthopedics and Sports Medicine Providers for the 
University of Rhode Island, Orthopedic care providers for 
Johnson & Wales University, and proud partners of 
Providence College Athletics.

So whether you’re looking to compete at the highest level 
or just trying to keep up with your grandkids, you don’t 
have to let orthopedic pain stand in your way. Learn how 
we can help you start your big comeback by scheduling an 
appointment with Ortho Rhode Island at 401.777.7000, or 
visiting orthopedicsri.com/sportsmed.

Ortho Rhode Island | Sports Medicine

Get back in the game this 
summer with state-of-the-art 

sports medicine

Call our friendly and knowledgeable staff 
for a private assessment of your hearing.

999 S Broadway, 3rd Floor 
East Providence, RI 02914 

401-431-5100

215 Tollgate Road, Suite 302 
Warwick, RI 02886 
401-738-9953

Diagnosis anD treatment of 
spine & musculoskeletal DisorDers

Espanol, Portuguese and Italiano spoken
1528 Cranston Street – Knightsville – Cranston, RI  02920

Tel: (401) 942-1633    Fax: (401) 942-1671

SpineTech
 Dr. Robert A. L’Europa, DC, PT              Lic # : DC 288  PT 533 

Chiropractic Medicine • Physical Therapy & Aquatic/Swimex Rehabilitation
On-site Digital X-ray | Massage Therapy

CONCENTRATING IN 
HEADACHE – NECK PAIN – BACK PAIN

To reserve your advertising space in our monthly section

RhodyHealth
Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald, Johnston Sun Rise & The Reminder

call
732-3100 | 821-2216
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Place Your Ad Today
Reach

LOCAL
Customers!
 ONLY

$1650
PER WEEK

(10-week commitment)

3.42”x2” ad
FREE COLOR WHEN AVAILABLE

Concrete repair Specialists

401 516-3641
www.DivConServices.com

Quality Work - Reasonably Priced
Licensed and Insured

Reg. #9386       

• Steps • Walks 
• Patios • Walls
• Foundation Repairs
• Bulkhead Repairs 
  & Replacement
• Egress Windows

Denise’s
Cleaning Service

Specializing in 
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL CLEANING
Providing a  Professional & Personalized 

Cleaning Service

WEEKLY | BI-WEEKLY MONTHLY

401.428.8164
Free Quote

Full Car 
Detail 

$150
Full SUV 
Detail 

$200

DETAILS MATTER
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR CAR DETAILING

Mobile Services Available

Call Lanse 401-855-8088
DetailsMatterMost@gmail.com Mention This Ad For $500 OFF Exterior Painting Jobs ($2500 & Over)

Nardone Painting Co.
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR WORK

Roofi ng, Siding and Windows
NOW OFFERING: Carpentry,

Kitchen & Bath Remodeling & Hardwood Floors
Over 40 Years Experience — Quality Work

LICENSED & INSURED

401-943-1675
Luciano Nardone                       27 Tweed Street, Cranston

SCAN NOW 
FOR AN 
INSTANT 
QUOTE

SOFT WASHING SERVICES
HOUSE WASH - ROOF WASH - DECK WASH - PATIO WASH - FENCE WASH

Licensed & Insured • Gift Certifi cates Available

ADDITIONAL CLEANING SERVICES
• Solar Panels • Gutters •

FREE ESTIMATES
401-595-0726

www.PowerWashJM.com

Father’s
Day

10% OFF
POOL

APRONS

PROPANE FILLING STATION

904 Manton Ave. • Providence (IN FRONT OF STOP & SHOP)
Phil.Johnston32@gmail.com  •  www.jfcpropane.com

621-8129 Call Phil
• Open 7 days a week
• Open all year
• English & Spanish

ALL
PROPANE

TANKS
FILLED
HERE

(IN FRONT OF STOP & SHOP)

• Open 7 days a week Happy July 4th

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1970

Vincent S. Podmaska
vinny@grahaminsuranceinc.com

1465 Atwood Avenue
Johnston, RI 02919
Tel: 401-273-8700

1944 WarWick avenue, WarWick, rhode island  02889

• warwick beacon

• cranston herald

• johnston sunrise

• the reminder

• ri newspaper group

beacon
communications

chris peabody
a c c o u n t  e x e c u t i v e

chrisp@rhodybeat.com
p 401-732-3100
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TREASURESRhodyRhodyRhody
A N T I Q U E S  •  C O L L E C T I B L E S  •  C O N S I G N M E N T S  •  E S TAT E S  •  V I N TA G E 

HIGHEST CASH PAYMENT FOR YOUR
Gold, Diamonds, Coins,

 Jewelry and Other Valuables.
Old Costume Jewelry Accumulations

We make house calls during the pandemic 
Military Items, 

Musical Instruments, 
Oil Paintings, 

Collectibles, Anything Unusual.

Aable Jewelers 
and Antique Center

OPEN: 
Mon.-Sat. 

11AM-5PM

1615 Warwick Avenue • Warwick
At Hoxsie 4 Corners (Gateway Shopping Center)

738-6099
R.I. Lic. 
#90304

OUR

.
i

SAFE ONE-TO-ONE BUYING AT OUR CONVENIENT LOCATION
50 Years in Business. Established 1970 • Licensed and Bonded

GOLD AND DIAMONDS • SAXOPHONES
NESTING BOWLS-CLEAR & COLORED—HIGH PRICES! 

YOUR AD HERE
$60
8 week minimum

Appears in the Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald, 
Johnston Sun Rise and The Reminder

All 4 papers for one low price! 

CALL FOR MORE INFO

732-3100 / 821-2216

per 
week

NEW YORK GOLD EXCHANGE
CASH FOR YOU!

COURTEOUS • CONFIDENTIAL • PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
We Pay New York Refi nery Prices for

• Gold • Diamonds
• Silver • Silverware
• Coins • Bullion

Expert Jewelry  Repair

1047 Mineral Spring Ave.,North Providence
401-205-1638      NEWYORKGOLDXCHANGE.COM

FREE $10 GAS CARD WITH ANY PRECIOUS METAL TRANSACTION!

By Travis Landry
Auctioneer & Specialist

Bruneau & Co. Auctioneers
Cranston, RI

Dioramas

With the recent collection of antique toys from the 
Museum of Art at the Rhode Island School of Design, 
there is one item in particular that has captured my 
attention as a beautiful period piece: A 19th-century 
English folk art clay diorama display. With its remark-
able details, it’s no surprise it piqued my interest and 
inspired me to write about it today.

The term diorama usually refers to a scene with three 
dimensional fi gures either in miniature or full-scale for-
mats. We all remember having to make a diorama or 
two in school, right? Well, this diorama is probably a 
little fancier than any you have ever made. It depicts 
an exceptional portrayal of a Catholic cathedral with 
fully detailed and painted interior, wood furnishings, 
sculptures, and more. Even the archbishop standing at 
the altar is made of hand-painted clay.

Dioramas were originally used for peep shows (no, 
not the naughty kind!); they were a scientifi c curiosity 
where the viewer could see a miniature scene through 
a single peep hole in a box. Originally, in the 15th 
century these scenes would be painted on transparent 
glass and lit by moon or sunlight to simulate time or 

weather; however, they became fully modeled in sub-
sequent years depicting Renaissance style court scenes 
and pageants. During the 17th century, itinerant show-
man would often present their peep show cabinets on 
the streets, which in turn made them popular among 
children.

Some of these cabinets would also feature movable 
scenery made of wood or cardboard that would later 
develop into the toy theatre that became popular dur-
ing the 19th century. Unlike the fully modeled fi gures 
of peep shows, toy theatre fi gures were often cut from 
paper and mounted on paste board and would include 
a condensed version of the play that the characters 
would have been originally part of. This form of en-
tertainment is believed to have been started in England 

around 1810 and they were originally sold as souvenirs 
of current productions, which in turn provided histori-
ans with context for what was popular in entertainment.

It isn’t hard to see why children were so taken with 
these souvenir sets, they came with numerous pieces, 
and eventually a stage where they could cultivate cre-
ativity. No wonder such a fi ne diorama example like 
this cathedral scene was once included in the RISD 
Museum toy collection of the magnifi cent Corliss-Car-
rington House in Providence.

If this diorama or antique toys in general spark your 
imagination, be sure to check out our catalog for some 
amazing pieces!
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New Caffè Additions

Serving
Sandwiches,

Prepared Foods,
Deli Meats

and Cheeses
and 

Much More!

401-942-1234
1302 Atwood Avenue Johnston, RI 02919

St�� �� �� ��� w�� t� ��� �ea�� �n� �i�� �� ��n�� t� g�
OPEN SATURDAY, SUNDAY & MONDAY

Full Service Catering For All Events

ESPRESSO
CAPPUCCINO

ITALIAN 
PASTRIES

GOURMETDONUTS
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